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While many books have been written about gay writing, this is an account of male gay literature, across
cultures, languages, and from ancient times to the present. Working within the widest definitions of what
constitutes gay literature, it includes chapters on the significant periods of cultural history (the Greek and
Roman civilizations, the Middle Ages, the European Renaissance, the American Renaissance and the 20th
century), on major writers (Marlowe, Shakespeare, Proust, Wilde) and on common themes (boyhood,
mourning, masturbation). A work of reference as well as a history of a tradition, it covers a large field in
terms of time (from Homer to Edmund White), literary status (from cultural icons like Virgil and Dante to
popular novelists like Clive Barker and Dashiell Hammett), and location (from Mishima's Tokyo and Abu
Nuwas' Baghdada to David Leavitt's New York). The book also deals with representations of male-male love
by writers who were not themselves homosexual or bisexual men. It also addresses gaps, such as the lack of
a substantial literature of the gay holocaust and the dearth of gay writing in post-colonial African poetry. In
the breadth of its scope, the book confronts trends in Anglo-American gay studies, both by insisting on the
internationalism of homosexual culture and by reasserting a continuity of homo-erotic traditions between the
ancient world and the present. Furthermore, by declining to focus only on the most obvious authors and
texts, Woods succeeds in both widening the gay canon and reminding us of the large variety of gay works
within the mainstream. What emerges is a gay male literature that is far from peripheral to the world's major
cultural traditions. This work celebrates the complexity of the literature that gay men write, read, and offer to
the broadest market.
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From reader reviews:

Dave Thomas:

This A History of Gay Literature: The Male Tradition are usually reliable for you who want to be considered
a successful person, why. The reason why of this A History of Gay Literature: The Male Tradition can be
one of the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed
you with information that might be will shock your prior knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring
it all over the place and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this
A History of Gay Literature: The Male Tradition giving you an enormous of experience such as rich
vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that could it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it
and revel in reading.

Kevin Pinkney:

This book untitled A History of Gay Literature: The Male Tradition to be one of several books which best
seller in this year, this is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily
to buy that book in the book store or you can order it by way of online. The publisher on this book sells the
e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smart phone. So
there is no reason to you personally to past this reserve from your list.

Lorraine Vargas:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping A History of Gay Literature: The
Male Tradition that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading
habit all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world far better then how they react
toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky particular person but
for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good
habit, you may pick A History of Gay Literature: The Male Tradition become your own personal starter.

Tara Reynolds:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book A History of Gay Literature: The Male Tradition
was bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book A History of Gay
Literature: The Male Tradition has many kinds or type. Start from kids until young adults. For example
Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. So , not at all of book
usually are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book to
suit your needs and try to like reading in which.
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