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Despite the literary outpouring on the life of Robert E. Lee, the southern chieftain remains an enigma. The
existing scholarship is so voluminous, complex, and contradictory that it is difficult to penetrate the inner
Lee and appreciate him as a general. Peter S. Carmichael has assembled a formidable array of Civil War
historians who rigorously return to Lee's own words and actions in interpreting the war in Virginia. This is
the first collective volume to scrutinize specific aspects of the general's military career.

Carmichael's opening contribution confronts Lee's supposed drive for a victory of annihilation and takes
issue with claims that he was too aggressive. William J. Miller's novel analysis of Lee's leadership during the
pivotal Seven Days battles reconstructs his strategic thinking and corrects old assumptions. Gordon C. Rhea
overturns the common notion that Lee anticipated his adversaries with uncanny precision in the Overland
campaign of 1864. Robert E. L. Krick takes aim at the oft-repeated criticism that Lee was not attuned to the
demands of modern warfare because he failed to surround himself with enough subordinates to ensure the
smooth operation of the army; in fact, Krick argues, Lee continually fine-tuned the performance of his
support staff, striving to eliminate deficiencies. Finally, Max R. Williams's examination of the relationship
between Lee and North Carolina governor Zebulon B. Vance, and Mark L. Bradley's portrait of Lee's
relationships with Jefferson Davis and Joseph E. Johnston, offer contrasting views of the soldier as both
politically assertive and reticent, respectively.

Falling easily into neither the pro- nor anti-Lee camp, Audacity Personified challenges long-standing beliefs
accepted since Douglas Southhall Freeman's influential biography of Lee was published seventy years ago.
These diverse scholarly visions of the great Confederate general move beyond cliché, iluuminating Lee's
career with fresh interpretations.
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From reader reviews:

Lorena Repass:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book
like comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting Audacity Personified: The
Generalship of Robert E. Lee that give your fun preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book.
Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world much better then
how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading routine only for the
geeky man but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading
through as your good habit, you could pick Audacity Personified: The Generalship of Robert E. Lee become
your own personal starter.

Jose Rosales:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you
examine a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on
what sorts of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics,
and also soon. The Audacity Personified: The Generalship of Robert E. Lee provide you with new
experience in studying a book.

Mark Clark:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading
a book. Ugh, think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Audacity Personified:
The Generalship of Robert E. Lee which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

Megan Urick:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know
everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This guide Audacity Personified: The Generalship of Robert E. Lee was filled about
science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some
people has various feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can
really feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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