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Video gaming: it’s a boy’s world, right? That’s what the industry wants us to think. Why and how we came
to comply are what Carly A. Kocurek investigates in this provocative consideration of how an industry’s
craving for respectability hooked up with cultural narratives about technology, masculinity, and youth at the
video arcade.

From the dawn of the golden age of video games with the launch of Atari’s Pong in 1972, through the
industry-wide crash of 1983, to the recent nostalgia-bathed revival of the arcade, Coin-Operated Americans
explores the development and implications of the “video gamer” as a cultural identity. This cultural-
historical journey takes us to the Twin Galaxies arcade in Ottumwa, Iowa, for a close look at the origins of
competitive gaming. It immerses us in video gaming’s first moral panic, generated by Exidy’s Death Race
(1976), an unlicensed adaptation of the film Death Race 2000. And it ventures into the realm of video game
films such as Tron and WarGames, in which gamers become brilliant, boyish heroes.

Whether conducting a phenomenological tour of a classic arcade or evaluating attempts, then and now, to
regulate or eradicate arcades and coin-op video games, Kocurek does more than document the rise and fall of
a now-booming industry. Drawing on newspapers, interviews, oral history, films, and television, she
examines the factors and incidents that contributed to the widespread view of video gaming as an enclave for
young men and boys.

A case study of this once emergent and now revived medium became the presumed enclave of boys and
young men, Coin-Operated Americans is history that holds valuable lessons for contemporary culture as we
struggle to address pervasive sexism in the domain of video games—and in the digital working world
beyond.
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From reader reviews:

Ray Ellis:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know what type you should start with. This Coin-Operated
Americans: Rebooting Boyhood at the Video Game Arcade is our recommendation to cause you to keep up
with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Kim Deyoung:

The knowledge that you get from Coin-Operated Americans: Rebooting Boyhood at the Video Game Arcade
is the more deep you rooting the information that hide in the words the more you get enthusiastic about
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Coin-Operated Americans: Rebooting
Boyhood at the Video Game Arcade giving you joy feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point
in particular way that can be understood simply by anyone who read it because the author of this publication
is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy
to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for
having that Coin-Operated Americans: Rebooting Boyhood at the Video Game Arcade instantly.

Robert Nichols:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider if those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Coin-Operated Americans: Rebooting Boyhood at
the Video Game Arcade as the daily resource information.

Mary Christensen:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
ended up being exactly added. This publication Coin-Operated Americans: Rebooting Boyhood at the Video
Game Arcade was filled regarding science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your
scientific disciplines competence. Some people has several feel when they reading the book. If you know
how big benefit from a book, you can feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like right now, many
ways to get book that you just wanted.
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