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When the British journalist Rachel Polonsky moves to Moscow, she discovers an apartment on Romanov
Street that was once home to the Soviet elite. One of the most infamous neighbors was the ruthless
apparatchik Vyacheslav Molotov, a henchman for Stalin who was a participant in the collectivizations and
the Great Purge—and also an ardent bibliophile. In what was formerly Molotov's apartment, Polonsky
uncovers an extensive library and an old magic lantern—two things that lead her on an extraordinary journey
throughout Russia and ultimately renew her vision of the country and its people.

In Molotov's Magic Lantern, Polonsky visits the haunted cities and vivid landscapes of the books from
Molotov's library: works by Chekhov, Dostoevsky, Pushkin, Akhmatova, and others, some of whom were
sent to the Gulag by the very man who collected their books. With exceptional insight and beautiful prose,
Polonsky writes about the longings and aspirations of these Russian writers and others in the course of her
travels from the Arctic to Siberia and from the forests around Moscow to the vast steppes. A singular
homage to Russian history and culture, Molotov's Magic Lantern evokes the spirit of the great artists and the
haunted past of a country ravaged by war, famine, and totalitarianism.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Molinari:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take
a wander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book titled Molotov's Magic
Lantern: Travels in Russian History? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You know beside you can
spend your time using your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with its
opinion or you have various other opinion?

Eric Sanders:

Book is written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-book. Book
has a different type. As we know that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Close to that you
can your reading proficiency was fluently. A publication Molotov's Magic Lantern: Travels in Russian
History will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know
about everything. But some of you think that will open or reading the book make you bored. It isn't make
you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or appropriate book with you?

Pierre Winter:

Molotov's Magic Lantern: Travels in Russian History can be one of your basic books that are good idea. All
of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that will increase your
knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information.
The article writer giving his/her effort to put every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Molotov's
Magic Lantern: Travels in Russian History but doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and
based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can easily drawn
you into new stage of crucial considering.

Ruth Mullins:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or real
their passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring in addition to
can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you personally.
As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Molotov's Magic Lantern: Travels in Russian History can
make you truly feel more interested to read.
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