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Software has replaced a diverse array of physical, mechanical, and electronic technologies used before 21st
century to create, store, distribute and interact with cultural artifacts. It has become our interface to the
world, to others, to our memory and our imagination - a universal language through which the world speaks,
and a universal engine on which the world runs. What electricity and combustion engine were to the early
20th century, software is to the early 21st century. Offering the the first theoretical and historical account of
software for media authoring and its effects on the practice and the very concept of 'media,' the author of The
Language of New Media (2001) develops his own theory for this rapidly-growing, always-changing field.

What was the thinking and motivations of people who in the 1960 and 1970s created concepts and practical
techniques that underlie contemporary media software such as Photoshop, Illustrator, Maya, Final Cut and
After Effects? How do their interfaces and tools shape the visual aesthetics of contemporary media and
design? What happens to the idea of a 'medium' after previously media-specific tools have been simulated
and extended in software? Is it still meaningful to talk about different mediums at all? Lev Manovich
answers these questions and supports his theoretical arguments by detailed analysis of key media
applications such as Photoshop and After Effects, popular web services such as Google Earth, and the
projects in motion graphics, interactive environments, graphic design and architecture. Software Takes
Command is a must for all practicing designers and media artists and scholars concerned with contemporary
media.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Antonucci:

With other case, little men and women like to read book Software Takes Command (International Texts in
Critical Media Aesthetics). You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Provided that we know
about how is important some sort of book Software Takes Command (International Texts in Critical Media
Aesthetics). You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by way of a book.
Absolutely right, because from book you can recognize everything! From your country right up until foreign
or abroad you will be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, you
can open a book or maybe searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel
bored stiff to go to the library. Let's examine.

Barbara Bell:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its include may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be Software Takes Command (International Texts in Critical
Media Aesthetics) why because the excellent cover that make you consider about the content will not
disappoint an individual. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading
sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Joyce Burke:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of many books in the top
list in your reading list is actually Software Takes Command (International Texts in Critical Media
Aesthetics). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in becoming precious
person. By looking way up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Linda Doyle:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or real their
interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on this
era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore , this Software Takes Command (International Texts in Critical Media Aesthetics) can make you
experience more interested to read.
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