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This fourth revised edition of Chinese Symbolism and Art Motifs, first published in Shanghai in 1941,
features an introduction by Dr. Terence Barrow, has been completely reset and now uses the Pinyin
pronunciation of Chinese names and words.

The Eight Immortals, the five elements, the dragon and the phoenix, yin and yang—representations of these
important cultural symbols are pervasive in Chinese literature, art and architecture. Without an understanding
of their significance, much Chinese history, folklore and culture can't be fully appreciated. In this
comprehensive handbook, C.A.S. Williams offers concise explanations—and over 400 illustrations—of
these essential symbols and motifs. Arranged alphabetically for easy access, the book not only explains
essential cultural symbols, accompanied by their Chinese characters, but also contains many articles on
Chinese beliefs, customs, arts and crafts, food, agriculture, and medicine. This book has become a standard
reference volume for students of China and Chinese culture.

For those who are visiting China, Chinese Symbolism and Art Motifs is an indispensable guide to the Middle
Kingdom's artistic and architectural wonders. For the general reader, it is a valuable compendium of
fascinating sinological lore.
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From reader reviews:

Lynn Kelley:

The book Chinese Symbolism and Art Motifs: A Comprehensive Handbook on Symbolism in Chinese Art
through the Ages gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your
capable far more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting strain or having big
problem with your subject. If you can make studying a book Chinese Symbolism and Art Motifs: A
Comprehensive Handbook on Symbolism in Chinese Art through the Ages for being your habit, you can get
far more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or all
subjects. You may know everything if you like open and read a guide Chinese Symbolism and Art Motifs: A
Comprehensive Handbook on Symbolism in Chinese Art through the Ages. Kinds of book are several. It
means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Sang Weems:

This Chinese Symbolism and Art Motifs: A Comprehensive Handbook on Symbolism in Chinese Art
through the Ages book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you
receive by reading this book is usually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get info which
is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. That Chinese Symbolism and Art
Motifs: A Comprehensive Handbook on Symbolism in Chinese Art through the Ages without we realize
teach the one who examining it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't always be worry Chinese
Symbolism and Art Motifs: A Comprehensive Handbook on Symbolism in Chinese Art through the Ages
can bring once you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it
in the lovely laptop even telephone. This Chinese Symbolism and Art Motifs: A Comprehensive Handbook
on Symbolism in Chinese Art through the Ages having good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you
will not feel uninterested in reading.

Melissa Peterson:

Typically the book Chinese Symbolism and Art Motifs: A Comprehensive Handbook on Symbolism in
Chinese Art through the Ages will bring you to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to
spell out the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to study, this book very suited to you. The book
Chinese Symbolism and Art Motifs: A Comprehensive Handbook on Symbolism in Chinese Art through the
Ages is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you
can quickly to read the book.

Cliff Boyd:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that
problem was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And
you know that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that reading



is very important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to something by
book. Different categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is Chinese
Symbolism and Art Motifs: A Comprehensive Handbook on Symbolism in Chinese Art through the Ages.
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