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Nicolaus Copernicus (1473-1543) was a mathematician and astronomer who formulated a comprehensive
heliocentric model which placed the Sun, rather than the Earth, at the center of the universe, contrary to the
prevailing thought at his time which placed the Earth at the center.

The publication of Copernicus' book, De revolutionibus orbium coelestium (On the Revolutions of the
Celestial Spheres), just before his death in 1543, is considered a major event in the history of science.

This eBook briefly tells the life of Copernicus and explains his key theories: that the rotation of the Earth
causes the apparent daily motion of the objects in the sky, not that the universe rotates around the Earth; that
the motion of the planets is better explained with the Sun at the center and the Earth and planets rotating
around the sun, rather than the Sun, planets, and stars rotating around the earth; that the sometimes-
retrograde motion of Mars is an illusion due to the Earth rotating around the Sun faster than Mars does, not
that Mars actually reverses its travel.

Although Copernicus correctly deduced that the planets rotate around the Sun, he retained the idea that the
orbits were circles. This concept was later overturned by Kepler, who computed that the orbits were elliptical
based on accurate measurements of the planets' positions in the sky that were made by Tycho Brahe. (See the
volumes about Kepler and Brahe in this eBook series on Great Astronomers.)

This is one chapter from Great Astronomers by Sir Richard S. Ball (2nd edition, 1907).
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From reader reviews:

Mamie Perkins:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
know everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has different type.
Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are really reading whatever
they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who don't like reading a
book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem as well as exercise.
Well, probably you will need this Great Astronomers: Nicolaus Copernicus.

Joseph Moody:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep,
you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled Great
Astronomers: Nicolaus Copernicus? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You realize beside you can
spend your time with the favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with the
opinion or you have some other opinion?

Carolyn Brown:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This Great Astronomers: Nicolaus Copernicus can give you a lot
of friends because by you checking out this one book you have point that they don't and make you more like
an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you
information that probably your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than different make you to be great
persons. So , why hesitate? We should have Great Astronomers: Nicolaus Copernicus.

Edward Grimes:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but also native
or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By the
book Great Astronomers: Nicolaus Copernicus we can consider more advantage. Don't someone to be
creative people? To get creative person must love to read a book. Merely choose the best book that suited
with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this book Great Astronomers: Nicolaus
Copernicus. You can more attractive than now.
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