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Why do grown men play with trains? Is it a primal attachment to childhood, nostalgia for the lost age of rail
travel, or the stuff of flat-out obsession? In this delightful and unprecedented book, Grand Prix legend Sam
Posey tracks those who share his “passion beyond scale” and discovers a wonderfully strange and vital
culture.

Posey’s first layout, wired by his mother in the years just after the Second World War, was, as he writes in
his Introduction, “a miniature universe which I could operate on my own. Speed and control: I was
fascinated by both, as well as by the way they were inextricably bound together.” Eventually, when Posey’s
son was born, he was convinced that building him a basement layout would be the highest expression of
fatherhood. Sixteen years and thousands of hours later, this project, “the outgrowth of chance meetings,
unexpected friendships, mistakes, illness, latent ambitions, and sheer luck” was completed. But for Posey,
the creation of his HO-scale masterpiece based on the historic Colorado Midland, was just the beginning.

In Playing with Trains, Sam Posey ventures well beyond the borders of his layout in northwestern
Connecticut, to find out what makes the top modelers tick. He expects to find men “engaged in a genial
hobby, happy to spend a few hours a week escaping the pressures of contemporary life.” Instead he uncovers
a world of extremes–extreme commitment, extreme passion, and extreme differences of approach. For
instance, Malcolm Furlow, holed up on his ranch in the wilderness of New Mexico, insists that model
railroading is defined by scenery and artistic self-expression. On the other hand, Tony Koester, a New Jersey
modeler, believes his “mission” is to replicate, with fanatical precision and authenticity, the way a real
railroad operates. Going to extremes himself, Posey actually “test drives” a real steam engine in Strasburg,
Pennsylvania, in an attempt to understand the great machines that inspired the models and connect us to a
time when “the railroad was inventing America.” Timeless and original, Playing with Trains reveals a
classic, questing American world.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Jesus Sandiford:

This Playing with Trains: A Passion Beyond Scale book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the
world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is information inside this book incredible
fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This specific
Playing with Trains: A Passion Beyond Scale without we recognize teach the one who studying it become
critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Playing with Trains: A Passion Beyond
Scale can bring if you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can
have it in your lovely laptop even telephone. This Playing with Trains: A Passion Beyond Scale having very
good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.

Adelina Foreman:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider when those information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now's taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Playing with Trains: A Passion Beyond Scale as your
daily resource information.

Francisco Morgan:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Playing with Trains: A
Passion Beyond Scale can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are therefore out of
date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
guides have than the others?

David Clark:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that question
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you also
know that little person similar to reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to something by book. Numerous
books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually Playing with Trains: A Passion Beyond
Scale.
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