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With The Lucretian Renaissance, Gerard Passannante offers a radical rethinking of a familiar narrative: the
rise of materialism in early modern Europe. Passannante begins by taking up the ancient philosophical notion
that the world is composed of two fundamental opposites: atoms, as the philosopher Epicurus theorized,
intrinsically unchangeable and moving about the void; and the void itself, or nothingness. Passannante
considers the fact that this strain of ancient Greek philosophy survived and was transmitted to the
Renaissance primarily by means of a poem that had seemingly been lost—a poem insisting that the letters of
the alphabet are like the atoms that make up the universe.
 
By tracing this elemental analogy through the fortunes of Lucretius’s On the Nature of Things, Passannante
argues that, long before it took on its familiar shape during the Scientific Revolution, the philosophy of
atoms and the void reemerged in the Renaissance as a story about reading and letters—a story that
materialized in texts, in their physical recomposition, and in their scattering.
 
From the works of Virgil and Macrobius to those of Petrarch, Poliziano, Lambin, Montaigne, Bacon,
Spenser, Gassendi, Henry More, and Newton, The Lucretian Renaissance recovers a forgotten history of
materialism in humanist thought and scholarly practice and asks us to reconsider one of the most enduring
questions of the period: what does it mean for a text, a poem, and philosophy to be “reborn”?
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From reader reviews:

Steven Stockton:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title The Lucretian
Renaissance: Philology and the Afterlife of Tradition suitable to you? Typically the book was written by
popular writer in this era. Typically the book untitled The Lucretian Renaissance: Philology and the Afterlife
of Traditionis the main one of several books in which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a
number of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new way of measuring that you
ever know before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to
comprehend the core of this guide. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world
now. In order to see the represented of the world in this book.

Miguel Penix:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you go
through a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what
forms of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, as well as
soon. The The Lucretian Renaissance: Philology and the Afterlife of Tradition will give you a new
experience in reading through a book.

Gerald Reed:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than other.
Do you want to become among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you are related is just spending
your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the list of books in the top
collection in your reading list is usually The Lucretian Renaissance: Philology and the Afterlife of Tradition.
This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By
looking right up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Tonya Quick:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This guide The Lucretian Renaissance: Philology and the Afterlife of Tradition
was filled regarding science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your technology
competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know how big good thing
about a book, you can experience enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get
book that you just wanted.
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