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The massive dams of the American West were designed to serve multiple purposes: improving navigation,
irrigating crops, storing water, controlling floods, and generating hydroelectricity. Their construction also put
thousands of people to work during the Great Depression. Only later did the dams’ baneful effects on river
ecologies spark public debate.

Big Dams of the New Deal Era tells how major water-storage structures were erected in four western river
basins. David P. Billington and Donald C. Jackson reveal how engineering science, regional and national
politics, perceived public needs, and a river’s natural features intertwined to create distinctive dams within
each region. In particular, the authors describe how two federal agencies, the Army Corps of Engineers and
the Bureau of Reclamation, became key players in the creation of these important public works.

By illuminating the mathematical analysis that supported large-scale dam construction, the authors also
describe how and why engineers in the 1930s most often opted for massive gravity dams, whose design
required enormous quantities of concrete or earth-rock fill for stability.

Richly illustrated, Big Dams of the New Deal Era offers a compelling account of how major dams in the
New Deal era restructured the landscape—both politically and physically—and why American society in the
1930s embraced them wholeheartedly.
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From reader reviews:

Avis Zeiger:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book Big Dams of the New Deal Era: A Confluence of
Engineering and Politics. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Given that we know
about how is important a book Big Dams of the New Deal Era: A Confluence of Engineering and Politics.
You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, because
from book you can realize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will find yourself
known. About simple point until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book
or even searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the
library. Let's read.

George Foulds:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of
you maybe will probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Big Dams of the New
Deal Era: A Confluence of Engineering and Politics is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the
world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Young Legg:

This Big Dams of the New Deal Era: A Confluence of Engineering and Politics is great book for you because
the content which can be full of information for you who else always deal with world and also have to make
decision every minute. This book reveal it info accurately using great manage word or we can claim no
rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean
it only offers you straight forward sentences but tough core information with beautiful delivering sentences.
Having Big Dams of the New Deal Era: A Confluence of Engineering and Politics in your hand like getting
the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no guide that offer you world
throughout ten or fifteen moment right but this publication already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey
there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?

Lola Kelly:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why
so many problem for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book but novel and Big Dams of the New Deal Era: A Confluence of
Engineering and Politics or perhaps others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the
fantastic a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or
maybe students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to include their knowledge. In additional case,



beside science publication, any other book likes Big Dams of the New Deal Era: A Confluence of
Engineering and Politics to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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