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Johnnie Wickersham was fourteen when he ran away from his Missouri home to fight for the Confederacy.
Fifty years after the war, he wrote his memoir at the request of family and friends and distributed it privately
in 1915. Boy Soldier of the Confederacy: The Memoir of Johnnie Wickersham offers not only arare look into
the Civil War through the eyes of a child but also a coming-of-age story.

Edited by Kathleen Gorman, the volume presents a new introduction and annotations that explain how the
war was glorified over time, the harsh realities suppressed in the nation’s collective memory. Gorman
describes a man who nostalgically remembers the boy he once was. She maintains that the older Wickersham
who put pen to paper decades later likely glorified and embellished the experience, accepting a polished
interpretation of his own past.

Wickersham recounts that during his first skirmish he was "wild with the ecstasy of it all" and notes that he
was "too young to appreciate the danger.” The memoir traces his participation in an October 1861
Confederate charge against Springfield, Missouri; hisfight at the battle of Pea Ridge in March 1862; his stay
at a plantation he calls Fairyland; and the battle of Corinth.

The volume detail s Wickersham' s assignment as an orderly for General Sterling Price, his capture at
Vicksburg in 1863, his parole, and later his service with General John Bell Hood for the 1864 fighting
around Atlanta. Wickersham also describes the Confederate surrender in New Orleans, the reconciliation of
the North and the South, and his own return and reunification with his family.

While Gorman’ sincisive introduction and annotations allow readers to consider how memories can be
affected by the passage of time, Wickersham’s boy-turned-soldier tale offers readers an engaging narrative,
detailing the perceptions of a child on the cusp of adulthood during a turbulent period in our nation’s history.
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From reader reviews:
Deborah Tate:

The ability that you get from Boy Soldier of the Confederacy: The Memoir of Johnnie Wickersham isthe
more deep you rooting the information that hide inside the words the more you get serious about reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Boy Soldier of the Confederacy: The Memoir of
Johnnie Wickersham giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article author conveystheir point in
certain way that can be understood by simply anyone who read this because the author of this guideis well-
known enough. This specific book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to
understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this
particular Boy Soldier of the Confederacy: The Memoir of Johnnie Wickersham instantly.

GaleKizer:

Boy Soldier of the Confederacy: The Memoir of Johnnie Wickersham can be one of your nice books that are
good idea. We al recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that can
increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The article writer giving hig'her effort to set every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing
Boy Soldier of the Confederacy: The Memoir of Johnnie Wickersham but doesn't forget the main place,
giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one of it. This
great information can certainly drawn you into completely new stage of crucial considering.

Kelsey Dehart:

Y ou are able to spend your free time to read this book this publication. This Boy Soldier of the Confederacy:
The Memoir of Johnnie Wickersham is simpleto deliver you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and
soon. If you did not include much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is
make you ssimpler to read it. Y ou can save the book in your smart phone. So there are alot of benefits that
you will get when you buy this book.

Elizabeth Branch:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. Y ou can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source which filled update of news.
Within this modern eralike currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
trying to find the Boy Soldier of the Confederacy: The Memoir of Johnnie Wickersham when you desired it?
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