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Traumatic brain injury can interrupt without warning the life story that any one of us is in the midst of
creating. When the author's fifteen-year-old son survives a terrible car crash in spite of massive trauma to his
brain, she and her family know only that his story has not ended. Their efforts, Erik's own efforts, and those
of everyone who helps bring him from deep coma to new life make up a moving and inspiring story for us
all, one that invites us to reconsider the very nature of "self" and selfhood.

Ruthann Knechel Johansen, who teaches literature and narrative theory, is a particularly eloquent witness to
the silent space in which her son, confronted with life-shattering injury and surrounded by conflicting
narratives about his viability, is somehow reborn. She describes the time of crisis and medical intervention as
an hour-by-hour struggle to communicate with the medical world on the one hand and the everyday world of
family and friends on the other. None of them knows how much, or even whether, they can communicate
with the wounded child who is lost from himself and everything he knew. Through this experience of utter
disintegration, Johansen comes to realize that self-identity is molded and sustained by stories.

As Erik regains movement and consciousness, his parents, younger sister, doctors, therapists, educators, and
friends all contribute to a web of language and narrative that gradually enables his body, mind, and feelings
to make sense of their reacquired functions. Like those who know and love him, the young man feels intense
grief and anger for the loss of the self he was before the accident, yet he is the first to see continuity where
they see only change. The story is breathtaking, because we become involved in the pain and suspense and
faith that accompany every birth. Medical and rehabilitation professionals, social workers, psychotherapists,
students of narrative, and anyone who has faced life's trauma will find hope in this meditation on selfhood:
out of the shambles of profound brain injury and coma can arise fruitful lives and deepened relationships.
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From reader reviews:

April Little:

Here thing why that Listening in the Silence, Seeing in the Dark: Reconstructing Life after Brain Injury are
different and trusted to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good nonetheless it depends in the
content of computer which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Listening in the Silence, Seeing in
the Dark: Reconstructing Life after Brain Injury giving you information deeper since different ways, you can
find any publication out there but there is no reserve that similar with Listening in the Silence, Seeing in the
Dark: Reconstructing Life after Brain Injury. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own
personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you.
You can easily bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your way home by train. For anyone who is
having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Listening in the Silence, Seeing in the Dark:
Reconstructing Life after Brain Injury in e-book can be your substitute.

John Dussault:

The reason? Because this Listening in the Silence, Seeing in the Dark: Reconstructing Life after Brain Injury
is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap it but latter it will surprise
you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who also write the
book in such remarkable way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey
the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going
to regret it. This book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book possess such as help improving your
expertise and your critical thinking means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I had been you I will
go to the publication store hurriedly.

Michael Hollinger:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Listening in the Silence, Seeing in the
Dark: Reconstructing Life after Brain Injury book written by well-known writer who knows well how to
make book which might be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good manner
for you, leaking every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still
doubt Listening in the Silence, Seeing in the Dark: Reconstructing Life after Brain Injury as good book not
just by the cover but also through the content. This is one e-book that can break don't assess book by its
include, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth
sense already said so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Donald Warren:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book Listening in the Silence, Seeing in the
Dark: Reconstructing Life after Brain Injury to make your reading is interesting. Your personal skill of



reading talent is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy
to read it and mingle the idea about book and examining especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to
wide open a book and go through it. Beside that the reserve Listening in the Silence, Seeing in the Dark:
Reconstructing Life after Brain Injury can to be your friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with
the information must you're doing of this time.
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