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A lesbian couple rears a child together and, after the biological mother dies, the surviving partner loses
custody to the child’s estranged biological father. Four days later, in a different court, judges rule on the side
of the partner, because they feel the child relied on the woman as a “psychological parent.” What accounts
for this inconsistency regarding gay and lesbian adoption and custody cases, and why has family law failed
to address them in a comprehensive manner?

In Courting Change, Kimberly D. Richman zeros in on the nebulous realm of family law, one of the most
indeterminate and discretionary areas of American law. She focuses on judicial decisions—both the
outcomes and the rationales—and what they say about family, rights, sexual orientation, and who qualifies as
a parent. Richman challenges prevailing notions that gay and lesbian parents and families are hurt by laws’
indeterminacy, arguing that, because family law is so loosely defined, it allows for the flexibility needed to
respond to—and even facilitate — changes in how we conceive of family, parenting, and the role of sexual
orientation in family law.

Drawing on every recorded judicial decision in gay and lesbian adoption and custody cases over the last fifty
years, and on interviews with parents, lawyers, and judges, Richman demonstrates how parental and sexual
identities are formed and interpreted in law, and how gay and lesbian parents can harness indeterminacy to
transform family law.
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From reader reviews:

Fred Ashman:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Beside
that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve Courting Change: Queer Parents, Judges, and the
Transformation of American Family Law will make you to become smarter. You can feel far more
confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think this open or reading some sort of book
make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book
or suitable book with you?

Betty Johnston:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As
you may know that book is very important for us. The book Courting Change: Queer Parents, Judges, and the
Transformation of American Family Law ended up being making you to know about other know-how and of
course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The reserve Courting Change: Queer
Parents, Judges, and the Transformation of American Family Law is not only giving you a lot more new
information but also being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend
time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with the book Courting Change: Queer Parents, Judges,
and the Transformation of American Family Law. You never truly feel lose out for everything should you
read some books.

Willie Isaac:

The reason? Because this Courting Change: Queer Parents, Judges, and the Transformation of American
Family Law is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the item but
latter it will surprise you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who
have write the book in such remarkable way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining
technique but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this
anymore or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book
get such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold off having that
book? If I were being you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Frank Foushee:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you need to do
is just spending your time not much but quite enough to have a look at some books. On the list of books in
the top list in your reading list will be Courting Change: Queer Parents, Judges, and the Transformation of
American Family Law. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in getting



precious person. By looking up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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