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Peter Gottschalk offers a compelling study of how, through the British implementation of scientific
taxonomy in the subcontinent, Britons and Indians identified an inherent divide between mutually
antagonistic religious communities.

England's ascent to power coincided with the rise of empirical science as an authoritative way of knowing
not only the natural world, but the human one as well. The British scientific passion for classification,
combined with the Christian impulse to differentiate people according to religion, led to a designation of
Indians as either Hindu or Muslim according to rigidly defined criteria that paralleled classification in
botanical and zoological taxonomies.

Through an historical and ethnographic study of the north Indian village of Chainpur, Gottschalk shows that
the Britons' presumed categories did not necessarily reflect the Indians' concepts of their own identities,
though many Indians came to embrace this scientism and gradually accepted the categories the British
instituted through projects like the Census of India, the Archaeological Survey of India, and the India
Museum. Today's propogators of Hindu-Muslim violence often cite scientistic formulations of difference
that descend directly from the categories introduced by imperial Britain.

Religion, Science, and Empire will be a valuable resource to anyone interested in the colonial and
postcolonial history of religion in India.
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From reader reviews:

Tessie Springfield:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means
that e-book has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book.
They may be reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the
person who don't like looking at a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult
problem or even exercise. Well, probably you should have this Religion, Science, and Empire: Classifying
Hinduism and Islam in British India.

Martha Furman:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have spare
time to do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra time? What did you do?
Every person has many questions above. They need to answer that question due to the fact just their can do
that will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from
on guardería until university need this particular Religion, Science, and Empire: Classifying Hinduism and
Islam in British India to read.

Diane Reid:

This book untitled Religion, Science, and Empire: Classifying Hinduism and Islam in British India to be one
of several books which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of
benefit into it. You will easily to buy that book in the book shop or you can order it by means of online. The
publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, because you can read this
book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for you to past this publication from your list.

Verna Tubbs:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with
family or just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by
examining a book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book
everywhere? It okay you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like
Religion, Science, and Empire: Classifying Hinduism and Islam in British India which is having the e-book
version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.
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