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Modern men and women go about their lives without really knowing why. Why do we work for such a long
time every day? Why are we so obsessed with technology? Why do we continuously construct scandals?
Why do we finish one war only to fight another? If we had to explain these things, we would say it just
makes sense or its necessary or its what good (or bad) people do. But when we say that the war against
terrorism is necessary and rational we use a rhetoric of good and evil, of friends and enemies, of honor,
conscience, loyalty, of civilization and primeval chaos. These rhetorics rest on ideas and feelings, not just
rational necessity, and they are of immense power and import. These rhetorics are cultural structures. They
are deeply constraining but also enabling at the same time. The problem is that we dont understand them.
That is the task of this book. In this pathbreaking work, Jeffrey Alexander argues for a cultural sociology that
will bring these unconscious cultural structures into the broad light of day. Exposing our everyday myths and
narratives in a series of empirical studies that range from Watergate to the Holocaust, he shows how these
unseen yet potent cultural structures translate into concrete actions and institutions. Only when these deep
patterns of meaning are revealed, Alexander argues, can we understand the stubborn staying power of
violence and degradation, but also the steady persistence of hope. By understanding the darker structures that
restrict our imagination, we can seek to transform them. By recognizing the culture structures that sustain
hope, we can allow our idealistic imaginations to gain more traction in the world. A work that will transform
the way that sociologists think about culture and the social world, this book confirms Jeffrey Alexanders
reputation as one of the major social theorists of our day.
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From reader reviews:

David Tillery:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve The Meanings of Social Life: A
Cultural Sociology will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know
about everything. But some of you think this open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It's not
make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suitable book with
you?

Kurtis Henry:

Exactly why? Because this The Meanings of Social Life: A Cultural Sociology is an unordinary book that the
inside of the guide waiting for you to snap it but latter it will distress you with the secret the item inside.
Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who write the book in such wonderful way makes the
content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So
, it is good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This phenomenal
book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book have such as help improving your expertise and your
critical thinking way. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I have been you I will go to the
publication store hurriedly.

Robbie Stamant:

The Meanings of Social Life: A Cultural Sociology can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article
writer giving his/her effort to put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The Meanings of Social
Life: A Cultural Sociology but doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based
confirm resource facts that maybe you can be among it. This great information can drawn you into fresh
stage of crucial thinking.

Suzanne Robbins:

Within this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more special than other.
Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you should do is just
spending your time not very much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the books in the top
list in your reading list is definitely The Meanings of Social Life: A Cultural Sociology. This book that is
certainly qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking
upward and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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