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Before Pearl Harbor, before the Nazi invasion of Poland, America teetered between the desire for isolation
and the threat of world war.

May 1938. Franklin Delano Roosevelt—recently reelected to a second term as president—sat in the Oval
Office and contemplated two possibilities: the rule of fascism overseas, and a third term.

With Hitler's reach extending into Austria, and with the atrocities of World War I still fresh in the American
memory, Roosevelt faced the question that would prove one of the most defining in American history:
whether to once again go to war in Europe.

In The Sphinx, Nicholas Wapshott recounts how an ambitious and resilient Roosevelt—nicknamed "the
Sphinx" for his cunning, cryptic rapport with the press—devised and doggedly pursued a strategy to sway
the American people to abandon isolationism and take up the mantle of the world's most powerful nation.

Chief among Roosevelt’s antagonists was his friend Joseph P. Kennedy, a stock market magnate and the
patriarch of what was to become one of the nation's most storied dynasties. Kennedy's financial, political,
and personal interests aligned him with a war-weary American public, and he counted among his isolationist
allies no less than Walt Disney, William Randolph Hearst, and Henry Ford—prominent businessmen who
believed America had no business in conflicts across the Atlantic.

The ensuing battle—waged with fiery rhetoric, agile diplomacy, media sabotage, and petty political
antics—would land US troops in Europe within three years, secure Roosevelt's legacy, and set a standard for
American military strategy for years to come.

With millions of lives—and a future paradigm of foreign intervention—hanging in the balance, The Sphinx
captures a political giant at the height of his powers and an American identity crisis that continues to this
day.
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From reader reviews:

Wanda Stamper:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline The Sphinx:
Franklin Roosevelt, the Isolationists, and the Road to World War II suitable to you? Often the book was
written by famous writer in this era. The particular book untitled The Sphinx: Franklin Roosevelt, the
Isolationists, and the Road to World War IIis the one of several books this everyone read now. That book
was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new dimension that you
ever know before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to
know the core of this publication. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now.
So that you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Richard Holeman:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy your
limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find publication that need more time to
be read. The Sphinx: Franklin Roosevelt, the Isolationists, and the Road to World War II can be your answer
since it can be read by you who have those short free time problems.

James Chavez:

Reading a book to be new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you read a book
you can get a lot of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, simply because
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you
have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The The
Sphinx: Franklin Roosevelt, the Isolationists, and the Road to World War II will give you new experience in
studying a book.

Robert Nichols:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of news. In
this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
such as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
searching for the The Sphinx: Franklin Roosevelt, the Isolationists, and the Road to World War II when you
required it?
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