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Humans have lived in close proximity to other animals for thousands of years. Recent scientific studies have
even shown that the presence of animals has a positive effect on our physical and mental health. People with
pets typically have lower blood pressure, show fewer symptoms of depression, and tend to get more exercise.

But there is a darker side to the relationship between animals and humans. Animals are carriers of harmful
infectious agents and the source of a myriad of human diseases. In recent years, the emergence of high-
profile illnesses such as AIDS, SARS, West Nile virus, and bird flu has drawn much public attention, but as
E. Fuller Torrey and Robert H. Yolken reveal, the transfer of deadly microbes from animals to humans is
neither a new nor an easily avoided problem.

Beginning with the domestication of farm animals nearly 10,000 years ago, Beasts of the Earth traces the
ways that human-animal contact has evolved over time. Today, shared living quarters, overlapping
ecosystems, and experimental surgical practices where organs or tissues are transplanted from non-humans
into humans continue to open new avenues for the transmission of infectious agents. Other changes in human
behavior like increased air travel, automated food processing, and threats of bioterrorism are increasing the
contagion factor by transporting microbes further distances and to larger populations in virtually no time at
all.

While the authors urge that a better understanding of past diseases may help us lessen the severity of some
illnesses, they also warn that, given our increasingly crowded planet, it is not a question of if but when and
how often animal-transmitted diseases will pose serious challenges to human health in the future.
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From reader reviews:

Alex Thayer:

This Beasts of the Earth is great book for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you
who all always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it details
accurately using great coordinate word or we can say no rambling sentences included. So if you are read it
hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but
challenging core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Beasts of the Earth in your hand
like finding the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no e-book
that offer you world with ten or fifteen small right but this e-book already do that. So , this is certainly good
reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt this?

Alyssa Lewis:

The book untitled Beasts of the Earth contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains your
girlfriend idea with easy way. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not really worry,
you can easy to read it. The book was published by famous author. The author gives you in the new period of
time of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or
device, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can available
their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice go through.

Cathrine Hart:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Beasts of the Earth can be the response, oh how
comes? It's a book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this
brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Pete Plaisance:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This reserve Beasts of the Earth was filled concerning science. Spend your spare
time to add your knowledge about your scientific research competence. Some people has different feel when
they reading a book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a book. In
the modern era like today, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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