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This book provides an in-depth textual and literary analysis of the Blue Cliff Record (Chinese Biyanlu,
Japanese Hekiganroku), a seminal Chan/Zen Buddhist collection of commentaries on one hundred
gongan/koan cases, considered in light of historical, cultural, and intellectual trends from the Song dynasty
(960-1279). Compiled by the disciples of Yuanwu Keqin in 1128, the Blue Cliff Record is considered a
classic of East Asian literature for its creative integration of prose and verse as well as hybrid or capping-
phrase interpretations of perplexing cases.The collection employs a variety of rhetorical devices culled from
both classic and vernacular literary sources and styles and is particularly notable for its use of indirection,
allusiveness, irony, paradox, and wordplay, all characteristic of the approach of literary or lettered Chan.

However, as instrumental and influential as it is considered to be, the Blue Cliff Record has long been
shrouded in controversy. The collection is probably best known today for having been destroyed in the 1130s
at the dawn of the Southern Song dynasty (1127-1279) by Dahui Zonggao, Yuanwu's main disciple and
harshest critic. It was out of circulation for nearly two centuries before being revived and partially
reconstructed in the early 1300s. In this book, Steven Heine examines the diverse ideological connections
and disconnections behind subsequent commentaries and translations of the Blue Cliff Record, thereby
shedding light on the broad range of gongan literature produced in the eleventh to thirteenth centuries and
beyond.
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From reader reviews:

Luba Jacobs:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they're still students or the item for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great and also important the book Chan Rhetoric of
Uncertainty in the Blue Cliff Record: Sharpening a Sword at the Dragon Gate. All type of book could you
see on many options. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

William Grimm:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This Chan Rhetoric of Uncertainty in the
Blue Cliff Record: Sharpening a Sword at the Dragon Gate is simple to create you can read it in the park, in
the beach, train and soon. If you did not possess much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the
particular e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone.
Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Elizabeth Easterling:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can
know everything we want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
has been exactly added. This book Chan Rhetoric of Uncertainty in the Blue Cliff Record: Sharpening a
Sword at the Dragon Gate was filled with regards to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge
about your science competence. Some people has several feel when they reading a book. If you know how
big good thing about a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like now, many
ways to get book which you wanted.

David McClure:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of news.
In this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
seeking the Chan Rhetoric of Uncertainty in the Blue Cliff Record: Sharpening a Sword at the Dragon Gate
when you required it?
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