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Philip II is a fascinating and enigmatic figure in Spanish history, but it was his letrados--professional
bureaucrats and ministers trained in law--who made his vast castilian empire possible. In Juan de Ovando,
Stafford Poole traces the life and career of a key minister in the king’s government to explore the role that
letrados played in Spanish society as they sought to displace the higher nobility in the administration through
a system based upon merit.

Juan de Ovando was an industrious, discerning, and loyal servant, yet, like all letrados, he owed his position
to royal favor. Ovando began his career as an ecclesiastical judge and inquisitor in Seville. From there, at the
king’s order, he undertook the reform of the University of Alcalá de Henares, one of his most enduring
achievements. Appointed then to the supreme council of the Spanish Inquisition, Ovando was commissioned
to investigate the Council of the Indies, over which he eventually presided. In this role, Ovando began
codifying laws and collecting information about Spain’s overseas possessions through the famed Relaciones
geográficas--wide-ranging surveys of daily life in the New World. He devised long-term and forward-
looking colonial policies for New Spain while, also serving as president of the Council of Finance, he sought
to bring order to Spain’s chaotic financial situation.

Poole’s biography of Juan de Ovando provides an intimate view of the day-to-day influence letrados wielded
over the Spanish colonial machine.
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From reader reviews:

Frances Smith:

This Juan de Ovando: Governing the Spanish Empire in the Reign of Philip II are usually reliable for you
who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason why of this Juan de Ovando: Governing the
Spanish Empire in the Reign of Philip II can be on the list of great books you must have is actually giving
you more than just simple reading through food but feed anyone with information that probably will shock
your earlier knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your
conditions in e-book and printed types. Beside that this Juan de Ovando: Governing the Spanish Empire in
the Reign of Philip II forcing you to have an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you
tryout of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate
reading.

Terrance Oneal:

Often the book Juan de Ovando: Governing the Spanish Empire in the Reign of Philip II has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled by the very
famous author. Mcdougal makes some research previous to write this book. This particular book very easy to
read you can obtain the point easily after reading this book.

Marilyn Leonard:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find book that
need more time to be examine. Juan de Ovando: Governing the Spanish Empire in the Reign of Philip II can
be your answer since it can be read by an individual who have those short extra time problems.

Ina French:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of news. With
this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
seeking the Juan de Ovando: Governing the Spanish Empire in the Reign of Philip II when you required it?
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