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In 2005, historian Jason Emerson discovered a steamer trunk formerly owned by Robert Todd Lincoln's
lawyer and stowed in an attic for 40 years. The trunk contained a rare find: 25 letters pertaining to Mary
Todd Lincoln's life and insanity case, letters assumed long destroyed by the Lincoln family. Mary wrote 20
of the letters herself, more than half from the insane asylum to which her son Robert had her committed, and
many in the months and years after.

The Madness of Mary Lincoln is the first examination of Mary Lincoln's mental illness based on the lost
letters, and the first new interpretation of the insanity case in 20 years. This compelling story of the
purported insanity of one of America's most tragic first ladies provides new and previously unpublished
materials, including the psychiatric diagnosis of Mary's mental illness and her lost will.

Emerson charts Mary Lincoln's mental illness throughout her life and describes how a predisposition to
psychiatric illness and a life of mental and emotional trauma led to her commitment to the asylum. The first
to state unequivocally that Mary Lincoln suffered from bipolar disorder, Emerson offers a psychiatric
perspective on the insanity case based on consultations with psychiatrist experts.

This book reveals Abraham Lincoln's understanding of his wife's mental illness and the degree to which he
helped keep her stable. It also traces Mary's life after her husband's assassination, including her severe
depression and physical ailments, the harsh public criticism she endured, the Old Clothes Scandal, and the
death of her son Tad.

The Madness of Mary Lincoln is the story not only of Mary, but also of Robert. It details how he dealt with
his mother's increasing irrationality and why it embarrassed his Victorian sensibilities; it explains the reasons
he had his mother committed, his response to her suicide attempt, and her plot to murder him. It also shows
why and how he ultimately agreed to her release from the asylum eight months early, and what their
relationship was like until Mary's death.

This historical page-turner provides readers for the first time with the lost letters that historians had been in
search of for 80 years.
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From reader reviews:

Angie Dean:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new facts. When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of various
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you
imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people.
When you read this The Madness of Mary Lincoln, you are able to tells your family, friends as well as soon
about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a reserve.

Caroline Petrie:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV,
or playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity here is look different you
can read any book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24 hours
a day to reading a reserve. The book The Madness of Mary Lincoln it doesn't matter what good to read.
There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. When
you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore easily to
read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book features high quality.

Daniel Gutierrez:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book entitled
The Madness of Mary Lincoln your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect
that maybe not known for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a book
then become one form conclusion and explanation which maybe you never get prior to. The The Madness of
Mary Lincoln giving you yet another experience more than blown away your thoughts but also giving you
useful data for your better life in this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern the following is your
body and mind will be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a game. Do you want to try
this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Gordon Frederick:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but in addition novel and The Madness of Mary Lincoln or others
sources were given information for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel want to read
more and more. Science book was created for teacher or students especially. Those ebooks are helping them
to bring their knowledge. In other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes The Madness of Mary



Lincoln to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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