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Unrivalled Influence explores the exceptional roles that women played in the vibrant cultural and political
life of medieval Byzantium. Written by one of the world's foremost historians of the Byzantine millennium,
this landmark book evokes the complex and exotic world of Byzantium's women, from empresses and saints
to uneducated rural widows. Drawing on a diverse range of sources, Judith Herrin sheds light on the
importance of marriage in imperial statecraft, the tense coexistence of empresses in the imperial court, and
the critical relationships of mothers and daughters. She looks at women's interactions with eunuchs, the in-
between gender in Byzantine society, and shows how women defended their rights to hold land. Herrin
describes how they controlled their inheritances, participated in urban crowds demanding the dismissal of
corrupt officials, followed the processions of holy icons and relics, and marked religious feasts with liturgical
celebrations, market activity, and holiday pleasures. The vivid portraits that emerge here reveal how women
exerted an unrivalled influence on the patriarchal society of Byzantium, and remained active participants in
the many changes that occurred throughout the empire's millennial history.

Unrivalled Influence brings together Herrin's finest essays on women and gender written throughout the long
span of her esteemed career. This volume includes three new essays published here for the very first time and
a new general introduction by Herrin. She also provides a concise introduction to each essay that describes
how it came to be written and how it fits into her broader views about women and Byzantium.
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From reader reviews:

Ismael Black:

The book Unrivalled Influence: Women and Empire in Byzantium can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the best thing like a book
Unrivalled Influence: Women and Empire in Byzantium? A number of you have a different opinion about
book. But one aim in which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer
with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you can
share all of these. Book Unrivalled Influence: Women and Empire in Byzantium has simple shape however
you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by open up and read
a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Mark Jones:

Beside that Unrivalled Influence: Women and Empire in Byzantium in your phone, it could give you a way
to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you are going to got
here is fresh through the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow
village. It is good thing to have Unrivalled Influence: Women and Empire in Byzantium because this book
offers for your requirements readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you rarely get what it's
all about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot
be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book and also
read it from at this point!

Antonio Beeler:

This Unrivalled Influence: Women and Empire in Byzantium is brand-new way for you who has intense
curiosity to look for some information as it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you onto it getting
knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Unrivalled
Influence: Women and Empire in Byzantium can be the light food for you personally because the
information inside that book is easy to get through anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is
certainly reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in guide form
make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a guide
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss it! Just
read this e-book sort for your better life and also knowledge.

Shaun Richards:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This Unrivalled Influence: Women and Empire in Byzantium
can give you a lot of close friends because by you investigating this one book you have issue that they don't
and make anyone more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get



success. This e-book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than
different make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We should have Unrivalled Influence:
Women and Empire in Byzantium.
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