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The foremost composer under the reign of Elizabeth I and James I, William Byrd (c. 1540 - 1623) produced
countless masses, motets, polyphonic songs, and works for keyboard and instrumental consort, all of which
rank among the most unique and inspired works of the late Renaissance. His output was widely admired both
at the time and now, and the influence he exerted on his contemporaries and on future generations of English
composers was profound. Byrd was especially well-known for his motets, a musical form which he - a
practicing Catholic in Anglican England and composer for the English Chapel Royal - especially favored, in
spite of the threats of religious persecution he routinely faced.
This biography takes a new look at Byrd's music - instrumental and vocal, sacred and secular - and the
various documents of his long life. Exploring the musical world in which Byrd grew up, author Kerry
McCarthy traces his influence on the English musicians of the early Baroque, many of whom were his
students, and takes on the uncomfortable paradoxes of the composer's life as a devout and influential
Catholic who spent much of his career in the service of the English Protestant establishment. McCarthy also
pays special attention to Byrd's literary background and activities as an older contemporary of Shakespeare
who enjoyed close ties to the Elizabethan and Jacobean literary world. A detailed, fresh, and readable
account of a composer who was revered by his colleagues as "our Phoenix" and "a Father of Music", Byrd is
essential reading for scholars, students, and performers of early music, as well as general readers interested
in the musical world of Renaissance England.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Burnette:

This Byrd (Master Musicians Series) book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands.
The benefit you have by reading this book is information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get info
which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This specific Byrd (Master Musicians
Series) without we comprehend teach the one who reading through it become critical in pondering and
analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Byrd (Master Musicians Series) can bring when you are and not make
your tote space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even
telephone. This Byrd (Master Musicians Series) having great arrangement in word and layout, so you will
not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Chad Jones:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need
more time to be read. Byrd (Master Musicians Series) can be your answer since it can be read by a person
who have those short time problems.

Mark Bunnell:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you
learn a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what
kinds of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your review, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as
well as soon. The Byrd (Master Musicians Series) provide you with new experience in looking at a book.

Alberto Turcotte:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is known as of
book Byrd (Master Musicians Series). You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without making the printed
book, it can add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about
reserve. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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