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Oxygen has had extraordinary effects on life.

Three hundred million years ago, in Carboniferous times, dragonflies grew as big as seagulls, with
wingspans of
nearly a metre. Researchers claim they could have flown only if the air had contained more oxygen than
today -
probably as much as 35 per cent. Giant spiders, tree-ferns, marine rock formations and fossil charcoals
all tell the same story. High oxygen levels may also explain the global firestorm that contributed to the
demise of the dinosaurs after the asteroid impact.

The strange and profound effects that oxygen has had on the evolution of life pose a riddle, which this book
sets out to answer. Oxygen is a toxic gas. Divers breathing pure oxygen at depth suffer from convulsions
and lung injury. Fruit flies raised at twice normal atmospheric levels of oxygen live half as long as their
siblings. Reactive forms of oxygen, known as free radicals, are thought to cause ageing in people. Yet if
atmospheric oxygen reached 35 per cent in the Carboniferous, why did it promote exuberant growth,
instead of rapid ageing and death?

Oxygen takes the reader on an enthralling journey, as gripping as a thriller, as it unravels the unexpected
ways in which oxygen spurred the evolution of life and death. The book explains far more than the size of
ancient insects: it shows how oxygen underpins the origin of biological complexity, the birth of
photosynthesis, the sudden evolution of animals, the need for two sexes, the accelerated ageing of cloned
animals like Dolly the sheep, and the surprisingly long lives of bats and birds.

Drawing on this grand evolutionary canvas, Oxygen offers fresh perspectives on our own lives and deaths,
explaining modern killer diseases, why we age, and what we can do about it. Advancing revelatory new
ideas,
following chains of evidence, the book ranges through many disciplines, from environmental sciences to
molecular medicine. The result is a captivating vision of contemporary science and a humane synthesis of
our
place in nature. This remarkable book will redefine the way we think about the world.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Slawson:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
habit give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind
of reserve you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense
happy read one with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the Oxygen: The molecule that
made the world (Popular Science) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Michael Collins:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this Oxygen: The molecule that made the
world (Popular Science) publication written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that
can be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every
ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still uncertainty Oxygen: The
molecule that made the world (Popular Science) as good book not simply by the cover but also through the
content. This is one e-book that can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still needing one more
sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why
you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Erin Kizer:

The book untitled Oxygen: The molecule that made the world (Popular Science) contain a lot of information
on this. The writer explains your ex idea with easy means. The language is very clear and understandable all
the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by famous author.
The author brings you in the new time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can read
more your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you
wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice read.

Donna Johnson:

This Oxygen: The molecule that made the world (Popular Science) is brand new way for you who has
attention to look for some information since it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you in it
getting knowledge more you know or you who still having little digest in reading this Oxygen: The molecule
that made the world (Popular Science) can be the light food in your case because the information inside this
book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is certainly reachable by
anyone, that's why I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in book form make them feel sleepy
even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a guide especially this one. You
can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book type
for your better life and knowledge.
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