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Before he was twenty years old, Louisiana-born Victor Sjour expatriated himself to Paris, where his
acclaimed dramas would appear alongside those of Alexandre Dumas and Victor Hugo. His mother afree
woman of color, his father of Haitian descent, Sjour grew up afree Creole of color in antebellum New
Orleans, but was deeply affected by the alienation and discrimination he encountered as a person of mixed
descent. Sjour's inventive transposition of the discrimination of mid-nineteenth-century Americato other
historical incidents of racial persecution was adevicein hisfiction and drama, creating a provocative and
political metaphor for those whose lives blur the lines of racial and religious identity. Now, for the first time,
two of Sjour's plays, "The Jew of Seville" and "The Fortune-Teller", have been trandlated from the French
for contemporary audiences." The Fortune-Teller" was first performed in French in 1859, just one year after
six-year-old Edgardo Mortara was removed from his Jewish home by the Bologna inquisitor after being
baptized by amaid. Theinquisitor, supported by Pope Pious X, vowed not to return the boy until his parents
converted to Catholicism. In Sgjour's touching rendering of the Mortara case, the infant girl Nomi is taken
from her Jewish family after being baptized by a wet nurse. Seventeen years later, Nomi's widowed and
wealthy mother Gema masquerades as a poor fortune-teller in search of Nomi, who, she suspects, isliving
with the Catholic Lomellini family, under the name Paola. In exchange for money to pay her husband's
ransom, Bianca Lomellini revealsto Gemathat Paolaisindeed the long-lost Nomi. Neither Jew nor
Christian, torn between mothers, names, and homes, the young woman grapples with an anomalous identity,
testing the bonds of both nature and nurture.With a stirring translation by Norman R. Shapiro and a
thoroughly engaging introduction by M. Lynn Weiss, "The Fortune-Teller" is an important and provocative
addition to the non-English writings of American-born authors, a historical drama that highlights the
discrimination not only of Sjour'stime, but of ours aswell.
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From reader reviews:
Katie Doll:

Within other casg, little men and women like to read book The Fortune-Teller. Y ou can choose the best book
if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about how is important a new book The Fortune-Teller.

Y ou can add know-how and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, mainly
because from book you can know everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you can be known.
About simple issue until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, you can open abook or even
searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. Y ou should use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the
library. Let's go through.

Jacob Roberts;

Aswe know that book isimportant thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we want. A book isalist of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This book The Fortune-Teller was filled regarding science. Spend your free time to add
your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has distinct feel when they
reading the book. If you know how big advantage of abook, you can feel enjoy to read areserve. In the
modern eralike currently, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Diana Elliott:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by internet on social media. Y ou can choose the
very best book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching fromit. It is named of book The
Fortune-Teller. You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could add your
knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about publication. It
can bring you from one spot to other place.

Phyllis Thompson:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half areas of the book. Y ou can choose the actual book The Fortune-Teller to make your own
personal reading isinteresting. Y our own skill of reading ability is devel oping when you including reading.
Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the impression about book and looking at
especialy. Itisto be very first opinion for you to like to open up abook and study it. Beside that the
publication The Fortune-Teller can to be your new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse using
what must you're doing of their time.
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