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The sumptuously decorated First Bible of Charles the Bald may well be the most famous of all medieval
manuscripts. The national library of France counts it as Number 1 among its thousands of Latin manuscripts.
Despite its fame, however, the First Bible has remained a magnificent mystery, its poems largely unread and
the connection between its poetry and paintings unexplored. In the first full study of its kind, Paul Edward
Dutton and Herbert L. Kessler carefully investigate and integrate the Bible's words and pictures and arrive at
some surprising discoveries: the identification of the poet, the context of the Bible's production, hands-on
changes to the codex, and a new, more political reading of the First Bible's stunning paintings.
The First Bible was made for Charles the Bald (840-877) at the monastery of Saint Martin at Tours. It
contains four sets of dedicatory verses, seven sets of tituli or inscriptions associated directly with paintings,
eight full-page illuminations, and a host of decorated initials and minor illustrations. This study begins with
an analysis of the poetry in the codex. Dutton and Kessler identify the probable poet of the new poems and
argue that the great Bible was likely made in the summer or early autumn of 845. They reveal textual
evidence for a series of late changes to the codex in November 845 as it was rushed to completion. Further,
they reinterpret the paintings in the light of the political poetry accompanying them, and they detect the
principal architect of the Bible Charles the Bald finally received.
The Poetry and Paintings of the First Bible of Charles the Bald will appeal to medievalists, historians, and
art historians, as well as to anyone interested in how words and pictures interrelate, and how political
messages are conveyed in art.
Paul Edward Dutton is Professor of History and Humanities, Simon Fraser University, Burnaby, British
Columbia. Herbert L. Kessler is Charlotte Bloomberg Professor in the School of Arts and Sciences and Chair
of the Department of the History of Art, Johns Hopkins University.
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From reader reviews:

Albert Aucoin:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want really feel happy read
one having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The The Poetry and Paintings of the First
Bible of Charles the Bald (Recentiores: Later Latin Texts and Contexts) is kind of publication which is
giving the reader unstable experience.

Julie Bell:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title The Poetry and
Paintings of the First Bible of Charles the Bald (Recentiores: Later Latin Texts and Contexts) suitable to
you? Typically the book was written by famous writer in this era. The actual book untitled The Poetry and
Paintings of the First Bible of Charles the Bald (Recentiores: Later Latin Texts and Contexts)is the one of
several books this everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many people in the world. When you
read this guide you will enter the new shape that you ever know before. The author explained their plan in
the simple way, and so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this publication. This book will
give you a wide range of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world
within this book.

Dustin Singh:

The actual book The Poetry and Paintings of the First Bible of Charles the Bald (Recentiores: Later Latin
Texts and Contexts) will bring one to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to clarify
the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book
The Poetry and Paintings of the First Bible of Charles the Bald (Recentiores: Later Latin Texts and Contexts)
is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more
easily to read the book.

Linda Gabriel:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes studying, not only science book but in addition novel and The Poetry and Paintings of the
First Bible of Charles the Bald (Recentiores: Later Latin Texts and Contexts) or others sources were given
knowledge for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science
reserve was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those books are helping them to put their
knowledge. In other case, beside science publication, any other book likes The Poetry and Paintings of the



First Bible of Charles the Bald (Recentiores: Later Latin Texts and Contexts) to make your spare time far
more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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