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When most Americans think of environmentalism, they think of the political left, of vegans dressed in
organic-hemp fabric, lofting protest signs. In reality, writes Jacob Darwin Hamblin, the movement--and its
dire predictions--owe more to the Pentagon than the counterculture.

In Arming Mother Nature, Hamblin argues that military planning for World War III essentially created
"catastrophic environmentalism": the idea that human activity might cause global natural disasters. This
awareness, Hamblin shows, emerged out of dark ambitions, as governments poured funds into environmental
science after World War II, searching for ways to harness natural processes--to kill millions of people.
Proposals included the use of nuclear weapons to create artificial tsunamis or melt the ice caps to drown
coastal cities; setting fire to vast expanses of vegetation; and changing local climates. Oxford botanists
advised British generals on how to destroy enemy crops during the war in Malaya; American scientists
attempted to alter the weather in Vietnam. This work raised questions that went beyond the goal of
weaponizing nature. By the 1980s, the C.I.A. was studying the likely effects of global warming on Soviet
harvests. "Perhaps one of the surprises of this book is not how little was known about environmental change,
but rather how much," Hamblin writes. Driven initially by strategic imperatives, Cold War scientists learned
to think globally and to grasp humanity's power to alter the environment. "We know how we can modify the
ionosphere," nuclear physicist Edward Teller proudly stated. "We have already done it."

Teller never repented. But many of the same individuals and institutions that helped the Pentagon later
warned of global warming and other potential disasters. Brilliantly argued and deeply researched, Arming
Mother Nature changes our understanding of the history of the Cold War and the birth of modern
environmental science.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Ford:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need to answer that question
mainly because just their can do that will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes,
it is correct. Because start from on guardería until university need this specific Arming Mother Nature: The
Birth of Catastrophic Environmentalism to read.

Richard Puccio:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the people do
it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this Arming Mother Nature:
The Birth of Catastrophic Environmentalism, it is possible to tells your family, friends in addition to soon
about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a guide.

Julie Bell:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this publication. This Arming Mother Nature: The
Birth of Catastrophic Environmentalism is simple to create you can read it in the park your car, in the beach,
train along with soon. If you did not include much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the
actual e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. So there are
a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Lillian Robbins:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by online on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is named
of book Arming Mother Nature: The Birth of Catastrophic Environmentalism. You can add your knowledge
by it. Without causing the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is
most essential that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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