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Despite dire predictions in the late twentieth century that public libraries would not survive the turn of the
millennium, their numbers have only increased. Two of three Americans frequent a public library at least
once a year, and nearly that many are registered borrowers. Although library authorities have argued that the
public library functions primarily as a civic institution necessary for maintaining democracy, generations of
library patrons tell a different story.

In Part of Our Lives, Wayne A. Wiegand delves into the heart of why Americans love their libraries. The
book traces the history of the public library, featuring records and testimonies from as early as 1850. Rather
than analyzing the words of library founders and managers, Wiegand listens to the voices of everyday
patrons who cherished libraries. Drawing on newspaper articles, memoirs, and biographies, Part of Our
Lives paints a clear and engaging picture of Americans who value libraries not only as civic institutions, but
also as public places that promote and maintain community.

Whether as a public space, a place for accessing information, or a home for reading material that helps
patrons make sense of the world around them, the public library has a rich history of meaning for millions of
Americans. From colonial times through the recent technological revolution, libraries have continuously
adapted to better serve the needs of their communities. Wiegand demonstrates that, although cultural
authorities (including some librarians) have often disparaged reading books considered not "serious," the
commonplace reading materials users obtained from public libraries have had a transformative effect for
many, including people such as Ronald Reagan, Bill Moyers, Edgwina Danticat, Philip Roth, Toni Morrison,
Sonia Sotomayor, and Oprah Winfrey.

A bold challenge to conventional thinking about the American public library, Part of Our Lives is an
insightful look into one of America's most beloved cultural institutions.
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From reader reviews:

Whitney Martinez:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. How about the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, person feel need book when they found difficult problem or
maybe exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Part of Our Lives: A People's History of the American
Public Library.

Wendy Lambert:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new details. When you read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Part of Our Lives: A People's History of the American Public Library, you could tells your family, friends
and also soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a e-book.

Roderick Grubb:

Beside this Part of Our Lives: A People's History of the American Public Library in your phone, it could
possibly give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you
will got here is fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow
village. It is good thing to have Part of Our Lives: A People's History of the American Public Library
because this book offers for you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you do not get
what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable
arrangement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss
that? Find this book and read it from right now!

Soledad Neeley:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can
know everything we wish. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This book Part of Our Lives: A People's History of the American Public Library was
filled concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific research
competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big advantage of
a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book



that you just wanted.
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