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"A truly pioneering work, perhaps the first by a practicing archaeologist to review coherently the
evolution of human cognitive abilities." ?Colin Renfrew, author of Before Civilization and Archaeology
and Language

Here is an exhilarating intellectual performance, in the tradition of Roger Penrose's The Emperor's New Mind
and Steven Pinker's The Language Instinct. On the way to showing how the world of our ancient ancestors
shaped our modern modular mind, Steven Mithen shares one provocative insight after another as he answers
a series of fascinating questions:

Were our brains hard-wired in the Pleistocene Era by the needs of hunter-gatherers?●

 When did religious beliefs first emerge?●

Why were the first paintings made by humankind so technically accomplished and expressive?●

What can the sexual habits of chimpanzees tell us about the prehistory of the modern mind?●

This is the first archaeological account to support the new modular concept of the mind. The concept,
promulgated by cognitive and evolutionary psychologists, views the mind as a collection of specialized
intelligences or "cognitive domains," somewhat like a Swiss army knife with its specialized blades and tools.
Arguing that only archaeology can answer many of the key questions raised by the new concept, Mithen
delineates a three-phase sequence for the mind's evolution over six million years?from early Homo in Africa
to the ice-age Neanderthals to our modern modular minds. The Prehistory of the Mind is an intriguing and
challenging explanation of what it means to be human, a bold new theory about the origins and nature of the
mind.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Pauls:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How people
have to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information mainly this The Prehistory of the Mind:
The Cognitive Origins of Art, Religion and Science book since this book offers you rich facts and
knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody
knows.

Steve Teegarden:

This The Prehistory of the Mind: The Cognitive Origins of Art, Religion and Science usually are reliable for
you who want to become a successful person, why. The explanation of this The Prehistory of the Mind: The
Cognitive Origins of Art, Religion and Science can be among the great books you must have will be giving
you more than just simple studying food but feed you actually with information that might be will shock
your previous knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever
your conditions in the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this The Prehistory of the Mind: The
Cognitive Origins of Art, Religion and Science giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary,
giving you trial of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it
appreciate reading.

Diana Brunswick:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of various ways to share
the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you reading
through a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the personas do it
anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others. When you read this The Prehistory of
the Mind: The Cognitive Origins of Art, Religion and Science, you could tells your family, friends in
addition to soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a guide.

Liza Serrano:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled update of news. Within
this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social such as
newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just searching for the
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