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Thracian Magic: past & present is a phenomenal volume of work by the Bulgarian author Georgi Mishev,
which opens up the treasure trove of folklore and magical practices of the Balkan Peninsula into the English
language for the first time. The author examines the magical practices of modern day Bulgaria and the
surrounding Balkan countries, tracing them to their roots in the ritual traditions of Thrace and the Mystery
Cults of the ancient world. The ritual practices of the Thracians survived through Christian and other
overlays for many centuries in Balkan communities through into modern Bulgaria, carried by successive
generations of practitioners. Evidence for the antiquity of these modern survivals can be found in numerous
ancient literary sources, including the Hittite ritual texts, the Greek Magical Papyri, the Orphic Argonautica,
the Derweni Papyrus, as well as in the writings of Homer, Plato, Strabo and others. Further clues are found in
curse tablets and other archaeological finds. The transmission of the ancient mysteries through Orpheus,
Musaeus, Eumolpus, Zalmoxis, Rhesus, the Thracian Prophetess of Dionysos and the nymph Thrake are all
considered in turn, to help demonstrate the distinctive flavour found in the practices of the region. Likewise
the ways in which secret knowledge was preserved, as well as the roles of both the Healer and the Magician
in Bulgarian traditional culture shed additional light on the diversity and depth to be found in the research
presented in this volume. The importance and survival of the Great Goddess in the practices and beliefs of
the region is explored in the final chapter of the book, 'Concepts Of The Goddess'. Here the reader is
introduced to the roles of goddesses such as Hekate, Artemis and Bendis, as well as to the Mother of the Sun,
the Mountain Mother, the Virgin Mistress of Fire and the She-Wolf. Additionally, both the continued
existence and re-emergence of the Great Goddess in the form of Christian saints such as the Mother of God,
Fiery Marina, Petka and Nedelya are examined in turn, alongside the Samodivi forest spirits who combine
the characteristics of both nymphs and ancient goddesses. From divination to healing, initiation to fertility
spells, curses to protection from the evil eye and other malefic influences, this book embraces and reveals the
scope of a living tradition with its roots deep in the ancient world. Thracian Magic: past & present opens up
the field of study in a unique way, being both practical and accessible, whilst simultaneously maintaining its
scholarly integrity. ~ "One writes about magical practice most commonly either from the position of a
scholar or from the position of a practitioner. The book, which G. Mishev offers us, leads the reader into the
secrets of the magical with the dignity of a descendant and carrier of millennial traditions, preserved in the
South-eastern European area, and with the passion of an explorer, rushing towards the light of knowledge."
Prof. Dr. Sc. Valeria Fol ~
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From reader reviews:

Angela Rodriguez:

The book Thracian Magic: Past & Present can give more knowledge and information about everything you
want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a book Thracian Magic: Past & Present? Wide variety
you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely
appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you may
give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Thracian Magic: Past & Present has simple shape
however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by start and
read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Thomas Llanos:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each details they get. How people
have to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this Thracian Magic: Past &
Present book because book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred
pct guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Howard Kincaid:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this book. This Thracian Magic: Past & Present is
simple bringing you can read it in the park, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not include much
space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it.
You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you
buy this book.

Wilma Richards:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got learners? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know that
little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about something by book. A substantial number of
sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra Thracian Magic: Past &
Present.
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