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At the time of his death, Ulysses S. Grant was the most famous person in America, considered by most
citizens to be equal in stature to George Washington and Abraham Lincoln. Yet today his monuments are
rarely visited, his military reputation is overshadowed by that of Robert E. Lee, and his presidency is
permanently mired at the bottom of historical rankings.

In an insightful blend of biography and cultural history, Joan Waugh traces Grant's shifting national and
international reputation, illuminating the role of memory in our understanding of American history. Using a
wide range of written and visual sources--newspaper articles, private and public reminiscences, photographs,
paintings, cartoons, poetry, and much more--Waugh reveals how Grant became the embodiment of the
American nation in the decades after the Civil War. She does not paper over Grant's image as a scandal-
ridden contributor to the worst excesses of the Gilded Age. Instead, she captures a sense of what led
nineteenth-century Americans to overlook Grant's obvious faults and hold him up as a critically important
symbol of national reconciliation and unity. Waugh further shows that Grant's reputation and place in public
memory closely parallel the rise and fall of the northern version of the Civil War story--in which the United
States was the clear, morally superior victor and Grant was the symbol of that victory. By the 1880s, Waugh
shows, after the failure of Reconstruction, the dominant Union myths about the war gave way to a southern
version that emphasized a more sentimental remembrance of the honor and courage of both sides and
ennobled the "Lost Cause." During this social transformation, Grant's public image changed as well. By the
1920s, his reputation had plummeted.

Most Americans today are unaware of how revered Grant was in his lifetime. Joan Waugh uncovers the
reasons behind the rise and fall of his renown, underscoring as well the fluctuating memory of the Civil War
itself.
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From reader reviews:

Paul Hinojosa:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't have
spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need to answer that question since
just their can do that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is suitable. Because
start from on kindergarten until university need this kind of U. S. Grant: American Hero, American Myth
(Civil War America) to read.

Holley Shipman:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice through surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a
while is reading. That's why, by reading a publication your ability to survive boost then having chance to
endure than other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you that U. S.
Grant: American Hero, American Myth (Civil War America) book as beginning and daily reading book.
Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Emile Guzman:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the headline U. S. Grant:
American Hero, American Myth (Civil War America) suitable to you? The actual book was written by
renowned writer in this era. Typically the book untitled U. S. Grant: American Hero, American Myth (Civil
War America)is the one of several books which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a
number of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new age that you ever know
just before. The author explained their plan in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to be
aware of the core of this book. This book will give you a large amount of information about this world now.
To help you to see the represented of the world on this book.

Jimmy Stansberry:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen require book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we know
those guides have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
By book U. S. Grant: American Hero, American Myth (Civil War America) we can have more advantage.
Don't you to definitely be creative people? Being creative person must want to read a book. Just simply
choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life by this book
U. S. Grant: American Hero, American Myth (Civil War America). You can more desirable than now.
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