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The French government's 2004 decision to ban Islamic headscarves and other religious signs from public
schools puzzled many observers, both because it seemed to infringe needlessly on religious freedom, and
because it was hailed by many in France as an answer to a surprisingly wide range of socid ills, from
violence against females in poor suburbs to anti-Semitism. Why the French Don't Like Headscarves explains
why headscarves on schoolgirls caused such afuror, and why the furor yielded this law. Making sense of the
dramatic debate from his perspective as an American anthropologist in France at the time, John Bowen
writes about everyday life and public events while also presenting interviews with officials and intellectuals,
and analyzing French television programs and other media.

Bowen argues that the focus on headscarves came from a century-old sensitivity to the public presence of
religion in schools, feared links between public expressions of |slamic identity and radical 1lam, and a
media-driven frenzy that built support for a headscarf ban during 2003-2004. Although the defense of laicité
(secularity) was cited as the law's mgjor justification, politicians, intellectuals, and the media linked the
scarves to more concrete social anxieties--about "communalism,” political 1slam, and violence toward
women.

Written in engaging, jargon-free prose, Why the French Don't Like Headscarves is the first comprehensive
and objective analysis of this subject, in any language, and it speaks to tensions between assimilation and
diversity that extend well beyond France's borders.
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From reader reviews:
David Crockett:

This Why the French Don't Like Headscarves: |slam, the State, and Public Space book is not really ordinary
book, you have after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is
definitely information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting
deeper an individua read alot of information you will get. This Why the French Don't Like Headscarves:
Islam, the State, and Public Space without we know teach the one who examining it become critical in
pondering and analyzing. Don't be worry Why the French Don't Like Headscarves: Islam, the State, and
Public Space can bring when you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn out to be full
because you can haveit in your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Why the French Don't Like Headscarves:
Islam, the State, and Public Space having excellent arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not
experience uninterested in reading.

GenelLyons:

This Why the French Don't Like Headscarves: |slam, the State, and Public Space is great guide for you
because the content which is full of information for you who all always deal with world and have to make
decision every minute. This specific book reveal it info accurately using great manage word or we can say no
rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole detailsin it. Doesn't mean
it only provides you with straight forward sentences but hard core information with wonderful delivering
sentences. Having Why the French Don't Like Headscarves: |slam, the State, and Public Space in your hand
like getting the world in your arm, datain it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no reserve that offer
you world within ten or fifteen minute right but this e-book already do that. So, thisreally is good reading
book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt in which?

Debera Jessie:

Reading a book being new life stylein this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you learn a
book you can get alarge amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has alot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that
you have read. If you want to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to afiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, as
well as soon. The Why the French Don't Like Headscarves: 1dlam, the State, and Public Space will give you
new experience in reading through a book.

Jonathan Rodriguez:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. Y ou can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is published or printed or outlined from each source that filled update
of news. Within this modern eralike at this point, many waysto get information are available for you



actually. From media social like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh
and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out your

book? Or just in search of the Why the French Don't Like Headscarves: Islam, the State, and Public Space
when you needed it?
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