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A history of African Americans in New York City from the 1910s to 1960, told through the life of
Samuel Battle, the New York Police Department’s first black officer.
 
When Samuel Battle broke the color line as New York City’s first African American cop in the second
decade of the twentieth century, he had to fear his racist colleagues as much as criminals. He had to be three
times better than his white peers, and many times more resilient. His life was threatened. He was displayed
like a circus animal. Yet, fearlessly claiming his rights, he prevailed in a four-decade odyssey that is both the
story of one man’s courageous dedication to racial progress and a harbinger of the divisions between police
and the people they serve that plague twenty-first-century America.

By dint of brains, brawn, and an outsized personality, Battle rode the forward wave of African American
history in New York. He circulated among renowned turn-of-the-century entertainers and writers. He
weathered threatening hostility as a founding citizen of black Harlem. He served as “godfather” to the
regiment of black soldiers that won glory in World War I as the “Hellfighters of Harlem.” He befriended
sports stars like Joe Louis, Jesse Owens, and Sugar Ray Robinson, and he bonded with legendary tap dancer
Bill “Bojangles” Robinson. Along the way, he mentored an equally smart, equally tough young man in a still
more brutal fight to integrate the New York Fire Department.

At the close of his career, Battle looked back proudly on the against-all-odd journey taken by a man who
came of age as the son of former slaves in the South. He had navigated the corruption of Tammany Hall, the
treachery of gangsters like Lucky Luciano and Dutch Schultz, the anything-goes era of Prohibition, the
devastation of the Depression, and the race riots that erupted in Harlem in the 1930s and 1940s. By then he
was a trusted aide to Mayor Fiorello La Guardia and a friend to First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt.

Realizing that his story was the story of race in New York across the first half of the century, Battle
commissioned a biography to be written by none other than Langston Hughes, the preeminent voice of the
Harlem Renaissance. But their eighty-thousand-word collaboration failed to find a publisher, and has
remained unpublished since. Using Hughes’s manuscript, which is quoted liberally throughout this book, as
well as his own archival research and interviews with survivors, Pulitzer Prize–winning journalist Arthur
Browne has created an important and compelling social history of New York, revealed a fascinating episode
in the life of Langston Hughes, and delivered the riveting life and times of a remarkable and unjustly
forgotten man, setting Samuel Battle where he belongs in the pantheon of American civil rights pioneers.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Gilbert Albright:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or facts even knowledge to make
these keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know what kind you should start with. This One Righteous Man: Samuel Battle and the
Shattering of the Color Line in New York is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world.
Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Timothy Payne:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys
this specific aren't like that. This One Righteous Man: Samuel Battle and the Shattering of the Color Line in
New York book is readable by means of you who hate the straight word style. You will find the information
here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to
deliver to you. The writer associated with One Righteous Man: Samuel Battle and the Shattering of the Color
Line in New York content conveys prospect easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book
are not different in the content but it just different as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking One Righteous
Man: Samuel Battle and the Shattering of the Color Line in New York is not loveable to be your top
collection reading book?

Bruce Hardin:

This One Righteous Man: Samuel Battle and the Shattering of the Color Line in New York are generally
reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The reason why of this One Righteous Man:
Samuel Battle and the Shattering of the Color Line in New York can be one of many great books you must
have is giving you more than just simple reading food but feed an individual with information that probably
will shock your prior knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever
your conditions throughout the e-book and printed types. Beside that this One Righteous Man: Samuel Battle
and the Shattering of the Color Line in New York forcing you to have an enormous of experience for
example rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day pastime.
So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Sharon Baker:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the very
best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is identified as of
book One Righteous Man: Samuel Battle and the Shattering of the Color Line in New York. You can add
your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make a person
happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one spot to



other place.
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