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It was among the most notorious criminal cases of its day. On August 11, 1921, in Birmingham, Alabama, a
Methodist minister named Edwin Stephenson shot and killed a Catholic priest, James Coyle, in broad
daylight and in front of numerous witnesses. The killer's motive? The priest had married Stephenson's
eighteen-year-old daughter Ruth to Pedro Gussman, a Puerto Rican migrant and practicing Catholic.

Sharon Davies's Rising Road resurrects the murder of Father Coyle and the trial of his killer. As Davies
reveals with novelistic richness, Stephenson's crime laid bare the most potent bigotries of the age: a hatred
not only of blacks, but of Catholics and "foreigners" as well. In one of the case's most unexpected turns, the
minister hired future U.S. Supreme Court Justice Hugo Black to lead his defense. Though regarded later in
life as a civil rights champion, in 1921 Black was just months away from donning the robes of the Ku Klux
Klan, the secret order that financed Stephenson's defense. Entering a plea of temporary insanity, Black
defended the minister on claims that the Catholics had robbed Ruth away from her true Protestant faith, and
that her Puerto Rican husband was actually black.

Placing the story in social and historical context, Davies brings this heinous crime and its aftermath back to
life, in a brilliant and engrossing examination of the wages of prejudice and a trial that shook the nation at
the height of Jim Crow.

"Davies takes us deep into the dark heart of the Jim Crow South, where she uncovers a searing story of love,
faith, bigotry and violence. Rising Road is a history so powerful, so compelling it stays with you long after
you've finished its final page."
--Kevin Boyle, author of the National Book Award-winning Arc of Justice

"This gripping history...has all the makings of a Hollywood movie. Drama aside, Rising Road also happens
to be a fine work of history."
--History News Network
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From reader reviews:

Edmond Pounds:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Rising Road: A True Tale of Love, Race,
and Religion in America guide written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which
might be understand by anyone who read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every
ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still doubt Rising Road: A True Tale of
Love, Race, and Religion in America as good book not merely by the cover but also with the content. This is
one publication that can break don't judge book by its handle, so do you still needing an additional sixth
sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told you so why you have to
listening to yet another sixth sense.

Marjorie Cook:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When
you read a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you
want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The Rising Road:
A True Tale of Love, Race, and Religion in America offer you a new experience in looking at a book.

Frances Drury:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more important than
other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you must do
is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to possess a look at some books. Among the books in
the top checklist in your reading list is actually Rising Road: A True Tale of Love, Race, and Religion in
America. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in getting precious
person. By looking upwards and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Opal Moffett:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And also you know
that little person such as reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important and book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your own
personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra Rising Road: A
True Tale of Love, Race, and Religion in America.
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