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The early Christian writer Tertullian first applied the epithet "bride of Christ" to the uppity virgins of
Carthage as a means of enforcing female obedience. Henceforth, the virgin as Christ's spouse was expected
to manifest matronly modesty and due submission, hobbling virginity's ancient capacity to destabilize gender
roles. In the early Middle Ages, the focus on virginity and the attendant anxiety over its possible loss
reinforced the emphasis on claustration in female religious communities, while also profoundly disparaging
the nonvirginal members of a given community.

With the rising importance of intentionality in determining a person's spiritual profile in the high Middle
Ages, the title of bride could be applied and appropriated to laywomen who were nonvirgins as well. Such
instances of democratization coincided with the rise of bridal mysticism and a progressive somatization of
female spirituality. These factors helped cultivate an increasingly literal and eroticized discourse: women
began to undergo mystical enactments of their union with Christ, including ecstatic consummations and vivid
phantom pregnancies. Female mystics also became increasingly intimate with their confessors and other
clerical confidants, who were sometimes represented as stand-ins for the celestial bridegroom. The dramatic
merging of the spiritual and physical in female expressions of religiosity made church authorities fearful, an
anxiety that would coalesce around the figure of the witch and her carnal induction into the Sabbath.
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From reader reviews:

Louis Vasquez:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yep,
by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is high. In your case
who want to start reading the book, we give you that The Bride of Christ Goes to Hell: Metaphor and
Embodiment in the Lives of Pious Women, 200-1500 (The Middle Ages Series) book as basic and daily
reading book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Jennifer Yost:

Typically the book The Bride of Christ Goes to Hell: Metaphor and Embodiment in the Lives of Pious
Women, 200-1500 (The Middle Ages Series) will bring one to the new experience of reading a book. The
author style to describe the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book you just read, this book very
ideal to you. The book The Bride of Christ Goes to Hell: Metaphor and Embodiment in the Lives of Pious
Women, 200-1500 (The Middle Ages Series) is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get
the e-book in the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Janelle Coe:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you can
read any book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a publication. The book The Bride of Christ Goes to Hell: Metaphor and Embodiment
in the Lives of Pious Women, 200-1500 (The Middle Ages Series) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of
people that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have
enough space to bring this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from a
smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book features high quality.

Kayla Congdon:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for
you is The Bride of Christ Goes to Hell: Metaphor and Embodiment in the Lives of Pious Women, 200-1500
(The Middle Ages Series) this e-book consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This
book was represented how does the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer make usage of to



explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some investigation when he makes this book.
Honestly, that is why this book appropriate all of you.
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