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In the limbo bounded by rebellion and resignation, belonging and solitude, Ed Allen's middle Americans
seem to be either freely adrift or uncomfortably vested in an exit strategy wholly inadequate for their
circumstances. These sixteen darkly humorous stories gauge the tension between what we really feel and
what we outwardly express, what we should do and what we manage to get done.

In "Celibacy-by-the-Atlantic," Phil negotiates a lingering, low-intensity regret brought on by the annual
family get-together at his parents' beach house, where memories of his aimless, privileged adolescence
mingle with forebodings of his aimless, privileged middle age. In "A Lover's Guide to Hospitals," Carl lies in
bed, pining over a stillborn romance through a moody, post-op haze of painkillers. As a consoling needle
through the heart, the object of Carl's unrequited affections also turns out to be his nurse.

In "Burt Osborne Rules the World," a precocious boy ponders his childhood in "a world protected against
anything you could imagine doing to make it more interesting." Sensing that only more of the same awaits
him as an adult, Burt charts a different course--as a class clown with a truly toxic sense of mischief. Others,
like Lydia in "Ralph Goes to Mexico," assert their individuality more effortlessly, for they're just too
naturally odd to be cowed by convention. Lydia's dilemma is whether she should have her leukemic cat
stuffed and mounted or turned into a hat after he dies.

These lyrical tales celebrate the ordinary--and the not so ordinary--with a flourish of Nabokovian wit that
combines grandeur, kitsch, and the author's broad empathy with his characters.
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From reader reviews:

Bryant Kelly:

What do you concerning book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy particular
person? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you
have free time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They must answer that question
due to the fact just their can do that will. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
right. Because start from on kindergarten until university need that Ate It Anyway (Flannery O'Connor
Award for Short Fiction) to read.

Nathaniel Thomas:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a
lot of new info. When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of
numerous ways to share the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make you actually
more imaginative. When you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to
imagine the story how the people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks.
When you read this Ate It Anyway (Flannery O'Connor Award for Short Fiction), you could tells your
family, friends in addition to soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them
reading a book.

Ann Potter:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different you
can read the book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can
spent the entire day to reading a guide. The book Ate It Anyway (Flannery O'Connor Award for Short
Fiction) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. They were enjoying
reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy the e-book. You
can m0ore simply to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book
has high quality.

Linda Hill:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and soul
or real their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as



well as can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you.
As we know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Ate It Anyway (Flannery O'Connor Award for Short Fiction) can make you
truly feel more interested to read.
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