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The hero of Cataneo's intensely moving novel is thirteen-year-old Nicky Martini who lives in an apartment
complex, known as Eggplant Alley, in the Bronx in 1970 and struggles to cope with a changing family, a
changing neighborhood, and a changing world. Long-haired hippies, racial tension, and the divisive Viet
Nam war leave Nicky longing for the good old days. Nicky's complaints and remembrances revolve around
the five things that ruined his childhood: the nosebleed he received from President Kennedy; the Great
Northeast Blackout (which he thought he caused); the end of neighborhood stickball games; the departure to
Viet Nam of his beloved big brother, Roy; and Roy's hippie girlfriend, Margalo. With Roy overseas for a
year, Nicky is left behind with two distracted, worried parents. And for him, enough is enough. He decides to
do something about the endless downward spiral of events. He decides to lead a crusade to revive
neighborhood stickball, which he is sure will spark a return to all that was innocent and beautiful about the
good old days. In the course of his year-long quest, Nicky confronts an ancient fortune-teller from the second
floor; Willie Mays; his father's deep, dark secret from World War II; neighborhood bullies; and a huge
romantic crush on Margalo. Most important is his encounter with Lester Allnuts, a new kid in the building
who gives Nicky a fresh outlook on Eggplant Alley, and eventually on life in general. Lester is a country boy
with a deep secret, and that secret makes him as eager as Nicky to revive stickball and rejuvenate Eggplant
Alley. Working together toward the same goal - for entirely different reasons --- the boys develop a strong
friendship. Before the year without Roy is over, Nicky learns Lester's secret --- and realizes the
destructiveness of prejudice and fear, and the value of empathy and forgiveness. And he ultimately learns
there is something far richer than the good old days: real hope for a better future. D.M.Cataneo is a native
New Yorker and a magna cum laude graduate of Boston University's School of Public Communication who
worked for 22 years for the Boston Globe and Boston Herald as a reporter, columnist, and editor. He is the
author of six non-fiction books. He is currently teaching at the University of New Hampshire and lives in
Durham, NH, with his family.
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From reader reviews:

Doris Williams:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of various ways to share
the information or perhaps their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine the story
how the personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Eggplant Alley, you can tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours publication. Your
knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a publication.

Patricia Rodrigue:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the ebooks. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them is
this Eggplant Alley.

Bruce Butera:

This Eggplant Alley is fresh way for you who has fascination to look for some information because it relief
your hunger details. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still
having bit of digest in reading this Eggplant Alley can be the light food for you because the information
inside this book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books develop itself in the form and that is reachable
by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in publication form make them feel
drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a publication especially this
one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the idea! Just
read this e-book variety for your better life as well as knowledge.

Donald Dickens:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. Therefore you know
that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that reading
is very important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is Eggplant Alley.
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