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The topic of stem cells has been very high profile in the media in recent years. There is much public interest
in stem cells but also much confusion and misinformation, with some companies already offering 'stem cell
products' and bogus 'stem cell therapies'. In this Very Short Introduction, Jonathan Slack introduces stem
cells; what they are, what scientists do with them, what stem cell therapies are available today, and how they
might be used in future.

Despite important advances, clinical applications of stem cells are still in their infancy. Most real stem cell
therapy today is some form of bone marrow transplantation. Slack introduces stem cells by explaining the
difference between embryonic stem cells, which exist only in laboratory cultures, and tissue-specific stem
cells, which exist in our bodies. Embryonic stem cells can become any cell type in the body, so diseases that
may in future be treated by functional cells derived from these
sorts of stem cell include diabetes, Parkinson's disease, heart disease, and spinal trauma. He then goes on to
discuss the properties of tissue-specific stem cells and the important technique of bone marrow
transplantation. Slack concludes by analysing how medical innovation has occurred in this area
in the past, and draws out some of the lessons for the development of new therapies in the future.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds
of titles in almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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From reader reviews:

Benita Eldridge:

This Stem Cells: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) book is not really ordinary book, you
have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is actually
information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper anyone read a
lot of information you will get. This Stem Cells: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions)
without we comprehend teach the one who examining it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't
become worry Stem Cells: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) can bring when you are and
not make your tote space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even
cell phone. This Stem Cells: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) having excellent
arrangement in word and layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Jennifer Joseph:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition info. Even you love Stem Cells: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short
Introductions), you are able to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still would like to miss it?
What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't understand it, oh come
on its identified as reading friends.

Marsha Gleason:

The book untitled Stem Cells: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) contain a lot of
information on the item. The writer explains the woman idea with easy means. The language is very easy to
understand all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was compiled by
famous author. The author will take you in the new period of time of literary works. It is possible to read this
book because you can read on your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book within anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site as well as
order it. Have a nice learn.

Carlos Moses:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year to be able to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. From the book Stem Cells: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) we can acquire
more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? Being creative person must choose to read a book. Only
choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this book Stem



Cells: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions). You can more inviting than now.
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