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Classical architecture is a visual "language" and like any other language has its own grammatical rules.
Classical buildings as widely spaced in time as a Roman temple, an Italian Renaissance palace and a
Regency house all show an awareness of these rules even if they vary them, break them or poetically
contradict them. Sir Christopher Wren described them as the "Latin" of architecture and the analogy is
almost exact. There is the difference, however, that whereas the learning of Latin is a slow and difficult
business, the language of classical architecture is relatively simple. It is still, to a great extent, the mode of
expression of our urban surroundings, since classical architecture was the common language of the western
world till comparatively recent times. Anybody to whom architecture makes a strong appeal has probably
already discovered something of its grammar for himself.in this book, the author's purpose is to set out as
simply and vividly as possible the exact grammatical workings of this architectural language. He is less
concerned with its development in Greece and Rome than with its expansion and use in the centuries since
the Renaissance. He explains the vigorous discipline of "the orders" and the scope of "rustication"; the
dramatic deviations of the Baroque and, in the last chapter, the relationship between the classical tradition
and the "modern" architecture of today. The book is intended for anybody who cares for architecture but
more specifically for students beginning a course in the history of architecture, to whom a guide to the
classical rules will be an essential companion.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Lord:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible The Classical
Language of Architecture (MIT Press)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You understand beside
you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it has the
opinion or you have other opinion?

Richard Crowe:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular
information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on
what kind of e-book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you
want sense happy read one along with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular The
Classical Language of Architecture (MIT Press) is kind of guide which is giving the reader unpredictable
experience.

Arthur Pineda:

The particular book The Classical Language of Architecture (MIT Press) will bring you to definitely the new
experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In case you try
to find new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book The Classical Language of Architecture
(MIT Press) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so
you can more readily to read the book.

Thanh Johnson:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This The Classical Language of Architecture (MIT
Press) can give you a lot of good friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have factor that
they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than
various other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let us have The Classical Language of
Architecture (MIT Press).
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