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In America today, the problem of achieving racial justice--whether through "color-blind" policies or through
affirmative action--provokes more noisy name-calling than fruitful deliberation. In Color Conscious, K.
Anthony Appiah and Amy Gutmann, two eminent moral and political philosophers, seek to clear the ground
for a discussion of the place of race in politics and in our moral lives. Provocative and insightful, their essays
tackle different aspects of the question of racial justice; together they provide a compelling response to our
nation's most vexing problem.

Appiah begins by establishing the problematic nature of the idea of race. He draws on the scholarly
consensus that "race" has no legitimate biological basis, exploring the history of its invention as a social
category and showing how the concept has been used to explain differences among groups of people by
mistakenly attributing various "essences" to them. Appiah argues that, while people of color may still need to
gather together, in the face of racism, under the banner of race, they need also to balance carefully the calls
of race against the many other dimensions of individual identity; and he suggests, finally, what this might
mean for our political life.

Gutmann examines alternative political responses to racial injustice. She argues that American politics
cannot be fair to all citizens by being color blind because American society is not color blind. Fairness, not
color blindness, is a fundamental principle of justice. Whether policies should be color-conscious, class
conscious, or both in particular situations, depends on an open-minded assessment of their fairness.
Exploring timely issues of university admissions, corporate hiring, and political representation, Gutmann
develops a moral perspective that supports a commitment to constitutional democracy.

Appiah and Gutmann write candidly and carefully, presenting many-faceted interpretations of a host of
controversial issues. Rather than supplying simple answers to complex questions, they offer to citizens of
every color principled starting points for the ongoing national discussions about race.
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From reader reviews:

Maude Porter:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How people have to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Color Conscious book as this book offers
you rich data and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in
it you know.

Terry Palladino:

Exactly why? Because this Color Conscious is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting
for you to snap this but latter it will shock you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book close to it
was fantastic author who all write the book in such amazing way makes the content interior easier to
understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of gains than
the other book include such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking way. So , still want
to hold off having that book? If I have been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Jennifer Bedard:

This Color Conscious is great reserve for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you
who always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This book reveal it facts accurately
using great manage word or we can point out no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read this
hurriedly you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but
difficult core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having Color Conscious in your hand like
getting the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no book that offer
you world inside ten or fifteen tiny right but this publication already do that. So , it is good reading book.
Hello Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?

Eugene Howard:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Color Conscious was colorful and of course has
pictures on the website. As we know that book Color Conscious has many kinds or category. Start from kids
until youngsters. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and think you are the character on
there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and
relax. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that.
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