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Feminists, socialists, Afro-Puerto Rican activists, and elite politicians join laundresses, prostitutes, and
dissatisfied wives in populating the pages of Imposing Decency. Through her analyses of Puerto Rican anti-
prostitution campaigns, attempts at reforming marriage, and working-class ideas about free love, Eileen J.
Suárez Findlay exposes the race-related double standards of sexual norms and practices in Puerto Rico
between 1870 and 1920, the period that witnessed Puerto Rico’s shift from Spanish to U.S. colonialism.
In showing how political projects and alliances in Puerto Rico were affected by racially contingent
definitions of “decency” and “disreputability,” Findlay argues that attempts at moral reform and the state’s
repression of “sexually dangerous” women were weapons used in batttles between elite and popular,
American and Puerto Rican, and black and white. Based on a thorough analysis of popular and elite
discourses found in both literature and official archives, Findlay contends that racialized sexual norms and
practices were consistently a central component in the construction of social and political orders. The
campaigns she analyzes include an attempt at moral reform by elite male liberals and a movement designed
to enhance the family and cleanse urban space that ultimately translated into repression against symbollically
darkened prostitutes. Findlay also explores how U.S. officials strove to construct a new colonial order by
legalizing divorce and how feminist, labor, and Afro-Puerto Rican political demands escalated after World
War I, often focusing on the rehabilitation and defense of prostitutes.
Imposing Decency forces us to rethink previous interpretations of political chronologies as well as reigning
conceptualizations of both liberalism and the early working-class in Puerto Rico. Her work will appeal to
scholars with an interest in Puerto Rican or Latin American studies, sexuality and national identity, women
in Latin America, and general women’s studies.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Sessions:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a guide your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up than other is high.
For you personally who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular Imposing Decency: The
Politics of Sexuality and Race in Puerto Rico, 1870-1920 (American encounters/global interactions) book as
beginning and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Tom Seaman:

Here thing why that Imposing Decency: The Politics of Sexuality and Race in Puerto Rico, 1870-1920
(American encounters/global interactions) are different and reliable to be yours. First of all reading a book is
good however it depends in the content of it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. Imposing
Decency: The Politics of Sexuality and Race in Puerto Rico, 1870-1920 (American encounters/global
interactions) giving you information deeper since different ways, you can find any guide out there but there
is no reserve that similar with Imposing Decency: The Politics of Sexuality and Race in Puerto Rico, 1870-
1920 (American encounters/global interactions). It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your eyes
about the thing which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is possible to
bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your approach home by train. If you are having
difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Imposing Decency: The Politics of Sexuality and
Race in Puerto Rico, 1870-1920 (American encounters/global interactions) in e-book can be your substitute.

Linda Matthews:

This book untitled Imposing Decency: The Politics of Sexuality and Race in Puerto Rico, 1870-1920
(American encounters/global interactions) to be one of several books that best seller in this year, honestly,
that is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy that book
in the book retail outlet or you can order it by way of online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too.
It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no
reason to your account to past this reserve from your list.

Mark Malek:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of
news. With this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you actually.
From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out



your book? Or just searching for the Imposing Decency: The Politics of Sexuality and Race in Puerto Rico,
1870-1920 (American encounters/global interactions) when you needed it?
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