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Julia Alvarez made her mark on the American literary horizon with the 1991 publication of her debut novel
How the Garc"D'ia Girls Lost Their Accents, a story based on her own family's bicultural experiences.
Readers and critics alike quickly discovered the writer's penchant for extracting humor from hardship, and
weaving persona history into vivid prose. Within a decade, Alvarez had published three more highly
acclaimed novels, including !Yo! (1997), adelightful sequel to her first novel. This Critical Companion
introduces readers to the life and works of Dominican American writer Alvarez and examines the thematic
and cultural concerns that run through her novels. Full literary analysisis provided for each, including
historical context for the factually based works, In the Time of the Butterflies (1994) and In the Name of
Salomeé (2000). A brief biography and a chapter on the Latino novel help students to understand the personal
and literary influencesin Alvarez's writing.

Thisfirst full-length treatment of Julia Alvarez discusses her entire canon of writings including her poetry,
short stories, children's fiction and nonfiction. The four novels are analyzed fully, each discussed in its own
chapter with sections on plot, character development, literary device, thematic issues and narrative structure.
Cultural and historical contexts of the work are also considered, and alternate critical perspectives are given
for each novel. A select bibliography makes this volume a valuable research tool for students, educators and
anyone interested in Latino literature.
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From reader reviews:
Elena Sparrow:

The book Julia Alvarez: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers) can
give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the good thing
like abook Julia Alvarez: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers)?
Some of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that book can give many info for us. Itis
absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or information that you take for
that, you could give for each other; you could share al of these. Book Julia Alvarez: A Critical Companion
(Critical Companionsto Popular Contemporary Writers) has simple shape however you know: it has great
and massive function for you. Y ou can look the enormous world by open up and read a publication. Soit is
very wonderful.

Wendy Lambert:

Now aday people that Living in the erawherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources in it can betrue or not involve people to be aware of each information they get. How individuals to
be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Julia Alvarez: A Critical Companion
(Critical Companionsto Popular Contemporary Writers) book as this book offers you rich information and
knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you
know.

Virginia Hughes:

Reading a book can be one of alot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are alot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a book will give you alot of new
information. When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of humerous ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story
how the personas do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read
this Julia Alvarez: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers), you may
tells your family, friends in addition to soon about yours reserve. Y our knowledge can inspire the mediocre,
make them reading areserve.

Joan Hanson:

A lot of book has printed but it differs. Y ou can get it by online on social media. Y ou can choose the very
best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is called of book
Julia Alvarez: A Critical Companion (Critical Companions to Popular Contemporary Writers). Y ou can
contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could possibly add your



knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about e-book. It
can bring you from one location to other place.
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