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Through a rich interpretation of the remarkable photographs W. E. B. Du Bois compiled for the American
Negro Exhibit at the 1900 Paris Exposition, Shawn Michelle Smith reveals the visual dimension of the color
line that Du Bois famously called “the problem of the twentieth century.” Du Bois’s prize-winning exhibit
consisted of three albums together containing 363 black-and-white photographs, mostly of middle-class
African Americans from Atlanta and other parts of Georgia. Smith provides an extensive analysis of the
images, the antiracist message Du Bois conveyed by collecting and displaying them, and their connection to
his critical thought. She contends that Du Bois was an early visual theorist of race and racism and
demonstrates how such an understanding makes the important concepts he developed—including double
consciousness, the color line, the Veil, and second sight—available to visual culture and African American
studies scholars in powerful new ways.

Smith reads Du Bois’s photographs in relation to other turn-of-the-century images such as scientific
typologies, criminal mugshots, racist caricatures, and lynching photographs. By juxtaposing these images
with reproductions from Du Bois’s exhibition archive, Smith shows how Du Bois deliberately challenged
racist representations of African Americans. Emphasizing the importance of comparing multiple visual
archives, Photography on the Color Line reinvigorates understandings of the stakes of representation and the
fundamental connections between race and visual culture in the United States.
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From reader reviews:

Gregory McCormick:

Here thing why this particular Photography on the Color Line: W. E. B. Du Bois, Race, and Visual Culture
(a John Hope Franklin Center Book) are different and reputable to be yours. First of all examining a book is
good however it depends in the content of it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Photography
on the Color Line: W. E. B. Du Bois, Race, and Visual Culture (a John Hope Franklin Center Book) giving
you information deeper since different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no e-book that
similar with Photography on the Color Line: W. E. B. Du Bois, Race, and Visual Culture (a John Hope
Franklin Center Book). It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the
thing in which happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. It is possible to bring
everywhere like in area, café, or even in your means home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing
the branded book maybe the form of Photography on the Color Line: W. E. B. Du Bois, Race, and Visual
Culture (a John Hope Franklin Center Book) in e-book can be your choice.

Hector Duggan:

Now a day people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How people have
to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Photography on the Color Line: W. E. B. Du
Bois, Race, and Visual Culture (a John Hope Franklin Center Book) book since this book offers you rich
data and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it
you know.

Julie Chambers:

Often the book Photography on the Color Line: W. E. B. Du Bois, Race, and Visual Culture (a John Hope
Franklin Center Book) will bring someone to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author
style to explain the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to read, this book very appropriate to
you. The book Photography on the Color Line: W. E. B. Du Bois, Race, and Visual Culture (a John Hope
Franklin Center Book) is much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book through the official
web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Margaret Holt:

Beside that Photography on the Color Line: W. E. B. Du Bois, Race, and Visual Culture (a John Hope
Franklin Center Book) in your phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data.
The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from oven so don't always be worry if you feel
like an outdated people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Photography on the Color Line: W. E.
B. Du Bois, Race, and Visual Culture (a John Hope Franklin Center Book) because this book offers to you



readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you do not get what it's about. Oh come on, that
would not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, similar to
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book as well as read it from currently!
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