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In Bahia, Brazil, the decades following emancipation saw the rise of reformers who sought to reshape the
citizenry by educating Bahian women in methods for raising "better babies." The idealized Brazilian would
be better equipped to contribute to the labor and organizational needs of a modern nation. Backed by many
physicians, politicians, and intellectuals, the resulting welfare programs for mothers and children mirrored
complex debates about Brazilian nationality. Examining the local and national contours of this movement,
Progressive Mothers, Better Babies investigates families, medical institutions, state-building, and social
stratification to trace the resulting policies, which gathered momentum in the aftermath of abolition (1888)
and the declaration of the First Republic (1889), culminating during the administration of President Getúlio
Vargas (1930–1945).

Exploring the cultural discourses on race, gender, and poverty that permeated medical knowledge and the
public health system for almost a century, Okezi T. Otovo draws on extensive archival research to
reconstruct the implications for Bahia, where family patronage politics governed poor women's labor as the
mothers who were the focus of medical interventions were often the nannies and nursemaids of society's
wealthier families. The book reveals key transition points as the state of Bahia transformed from being a
place where poor families could expect few social services to becoming the home of numerous programs
targeting the poorest mothers and their children. Negotiating crucial questions of identity, this history sheds
new light on larger debates about Brazil's past and future.
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From reader reviews:

Alma Hillyer:

This Progressive Mothers, Better Babies: Race, Public Health, and the State in Brazil, 1850-1945 (Joe R. and
Teresa Lozano Long Series in Latin American and L) is great reserve for you because the content which can
be full of information for you who also always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. This
particular book reveal it facts accurately using great plan word or we can state no rambling sentences inside
it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides
straight forward sentences but challenging core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having
Progressive Mothers, Better Babies: Race, Public Health, and the State in Brazil, 1850-1945 (Joe R. and
Teresa Lozano Long Series in Latin American and L) in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm,
details in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no guide that offer you world with ten or fifteen small
right but this reserve already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. active do
you still doubt in which?

Daniel Young:

The book untitled Progressive Mothers, Better Babies: Race, Public Health, and the State in Brazil, 1850-
1945 (Joe R. and Teresa Lozano Long Series in Latin American and L) contain a lot of information on that.
The writer explains her idea with easy approach. The language is very clear and understandable all the
people, so do not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was published by famous author. The author
will bring you in the new era of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can read on your
smart phone, or model, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site and order it. Have a nice examine.

Santiago Bronson:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This reserve Progressive Mothers, Better Babies: Race, Public Health, and the State in Brazil,
1850-1945 (Joe R. and Teresa Lozano Long Series in Latin American and L) was filled in relation to science.
Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has
distinct feel when they reading any book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can feel enjoy to
read a publication. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Josephine Weeks:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes examining, not only science book but novel and Progressive Mothers, Better Babies:



Race, Public Health, and the State in Brazil, 1850-1945 (Joe R. and Teresa Lozano Long Series in Latin
American and L) as well as others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly
great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or maybe
students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In additional case, beside science
e-book, any other book likes Progressive Mothers, Better Babies: Race, Public Health, and the State in
Brazil, 1850-1945 (Joe R. and Teresa Lozano Long Series in Latin American and L) to make your spare time
considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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