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Recent wars and conflicts, the 'blood diamond' wars in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, and the wars
in Iraq and Afghanistan, as well as asset freezing and blocking in the so called war against terrorism have
more than ever before raised questions about the status of private property and contract rights after the
outbreak of war. Do invading and occupying powers have the right to destroy and confiscate private property
and ignore contract rights? Are residents of a war-torn countries and foreign investors alike protected by
international laws that uphold commercial freedom? Who, and on what legal authority, decides cases over
contested resources during or after war? As globalization and armed conflicts continue to grow and co-exist,
these questions are increasingly in the international spotlight.
War, Commerce, and International Law authoritatively explores these questions in the context of the
relationship between war and commerce, on one hand, and international law, on the other. This book also
places these questions in a historical context. Professor Gathii argues that there are continuities and
discontinuities in the ways in which these rules were applied in colonial acquisitions of territory and in the
protection of the rights of bond holders in the period before the twentieth century, and the manner in which
private property and contract rights are being treated under occupation and during wartime in the
contemporary period.

This book also offers an original and authoritative framework for appreciating relations between powerful
and less powerful States and entities and between public and private power, as well as between peoples from
vastly different cultural and racial backgrounds, in the context of war and commerce. It presents authoritative
comparisons and contrasts between the protection of rights of foreign and domestic investors under
international law in the context of war. In so doing, it debunks the story that commerce has prevailed over
wartime deprivations and destructions of private property and contract rights. It shows how wartime effects
on private property are a constitutive component of war rather than an aberration of it. Professor Gathii
demonstrates that while international legal prohibitions against destruction and confiscation of private
property during wartime are important, they have often been disregarded or sacrificed at the alter of claims
of liberty and freedom historically as well as in the contemporary period.

Most importantly, War, Commerce, and International Law shows that although the doctrines and rules of
international law relating to war and commerce guarantee fairness between all states, their application,
interpretation, and adjudication in a variety of contexts nevertheless simultaneously carry forward within
them the legacy of imperialism and colonial conquest. However, while international law carries within it this
legacy, its guarantees of the equality of all states and of the human rights of all individuals, continue to offer
hope for poor and weak states and individuals everywhere.
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From reader reviews:

Guadalupe Baxter:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress.
Some of you maybe will update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This War, Commerce, and
International Law is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves
what you want and wish in this era.

Vincent Johnson:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading habit give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of
guide you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel happy read one
using theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular War, Commerce, and International Law
is kind of publication which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Walter Pressley:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this War, Commerce, and International Law
reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that could be understand by
anyone who have read the book. Written inside good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and
producing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still uncertainty War, Commerce, and
International Law as good book not simply by the cover but also with the content. This is one guide that can
break don't assess book by its protect, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come
on your reading through sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Patricia Briggs:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This War, Commerce, and International
Law is simple to develop you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you
did not have much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you
quicker to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when you buy this book.
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