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A fresh guide to classical music from the acclaimed creator of NPR's "What Makes It Great"™

Rob Kapilow has been helping audiences hear more in great music for two decades with his What Makes It
Great? series on NPR's Performance Today, at Lincoln Center, and in concert halls throughout the US and
Canada. In this book, he focuses on short masterpieces by major composers to help you understand the
essence of each composer's genius and how each piece—which can be heard on the book's web
site—transformed the musical language of its time. Kapilow's down-to-earth approach makes music history
easy to grasp no matter what your musical background.

Explores the musical styles and genius of great classical composers, including Vivaldi, Handel, J.S. Bach,●

Handel, Haydn, Mozart, Beethoven, Schubert, Brahms, Chopin, Puccini, Wagner, Dvorak, Tchaikovsky,
and Debussy
Features an accompanying web site where you can see, hear, and download each short masterpiece and all●

of the book's musical examples
Introduces you in depth to popular pieces from the classical repertoire, including "Spring" from the Four●

Seasons (Vivaldi), "Dove Sono" from The Marriage of Figaro (Mozart), the Prelude to Tristan and Isolde
(Wagner), and "Trepak" from The Nutcracker Suite (Tchaikovsky)
Written by acclaimed composer, conductor, and pianist Rob Kapilow: "You could practically see the light●

bulbs going on above people's heads" (The Philadelphia Inquirer); "Rob Kapilow is awfully good at what
he does" (The Boston Globe); "A wonderful guy who brings music alive!" (Katie Couric)

This book, along with the music on the companion web site, is an ideal starting point for anyone interested in
classical music, whether first-time listener, experienced concertgoer or performing musician, offering an
entree into the world of eighteen great composers and a collection of individual masterpieces spanning
almost two hundred years.
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From reader reviews:

Alvin Shaw:

The book What Makes It Great: Short Masterpieces, Great Composers can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So why must we leave the good thing like a book What Makes It
Great: Short Masterpieces, Great Composers? Some of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one
aim in which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with
your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you could share all
of these. Book What Makes It Great: Short Masterpieces, Great Composers has simple shape but the truth is
know: it has great and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by available and read a
reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Ellen Kelsey:

What do you concerning book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you
have free time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that
question because just their can do in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it
is proper. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need that What Makes It Great: Short
Masterpieces, Great Composers to read.

Eddie Grabowski:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a book your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand than other is
high. For you who want to start reading the book, we give you that What Makes It Great: Short
Masterpieces, Great Composers book as beginner and daily reading book. Why, because this book is more
than just a book.

Vanessa Kistler:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider any time those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now is
taking seriously which one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you
obtain the unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for
you. All of those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take What Makes It Great: Short
Masterpieces, Great Composers as the daily resource information.
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